
M U S T A N G  C L U B  O F  T A M P A  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  

(Article by Melinda Morales)  This month we are pleased to feature 

Hugh Preacherôs 1969 2 Door deluxe (65B); a Ford T5, one of 219 

built in 1969 and one of three in the Ford T5 Registry. It is a 302 

which has been massaged a bit by Wayne Calvert Performance En-

gines in Denton Texas.  The moniker for the Mustang is simply ñ1 OF 

3ò The tag on the front is modeled after the correct tag used in Ger-

many in 1969.  Ford T5ôs are an odd concoction. Nowhere on the car 

is the word MUSTANG, the FORD is actually LTD trim and Ford re-

used ñGTò emblems with a T5 decal on them. The trunk lid was never 

drilled for letters and the top left corner of the tire pressure decal was 

cut off so the word Mustang was not there. All cars came with Mach 1 

suspensions for the highway speeds in Germany, higher spring rates, 

shocks, braces with the noticeable upper shock tower braces with the 

braised on washers. The Owners guide was stamped to address the 

trademark issue.  Hugh bought his Mustang in 1972 off a used car lot 

in Elizabethtown, Kentucky where it had been sold by a returning vet-

eran.  It was used and, sadly, the previous owner did not pay attention 

to how many miles were on it. An interesting fact is that during disas-

sembly, Hugh found a matchbook from Germany which helped to 

piece together where the car had previously been.  

(Continued on page 17) 
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Why do lowered cars always speed and seem to be in a hurry?  

To make up for the time it takes to get over speed bumps!  
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Up Front  

A Note from your Editor...  

 Happy April fellow MCT members! 
 

With the cooler weather we certainly have had a lot 

of events this last month so we have plenty of pic-

tures to show you.  One of those events was a great 

MCT Cruise to Fordôs Garage in Wesley Chapel.  

Did you know that throughout the year we are going 

to visit each of the local Fordôs Garage locations. 
 

Please make sure you also check out the calendar of 

events.  We look forward to seeing you all at our 

upcoming Caring for Kids Car Show at Bill Currie 

Ford.  Even if you donôt register a show car you can 

come out and join fellow members in supporting a 

good cause.  Robbie Polo also has other fun events 

throughout the year.  Mark you calendars so that 

you can join us.  We are going to do some fun 

things inside during the hottest part of the year, 

which will be a nice treat. 
 

This month I want to thank Hugh Preacher for con-

tributing his story for our Mustang of the Month 

feature.  If youôd like to see you car featured in an 

upcoming newsletter, let me hear from you!   Until 

then, happy reading ... - Melinda 

Rusty Gillis 

Chris Meyer (PP) 

Bob Perry 

Brandon Pacifica 

(Facebook) 

Robbie Polo  

(Cruise Director) 

 

Lucy Carroll 

Jim Carroll 

Harold Champion 

(MCA Regional Director) 

Phil Collie 

Scott Englert 

(Web Master) 

Board Members...  

 Facebook Friends of the MCT is now up to:      

2,585!    

Make sure you check us out on Facebook!  Many 

thanks to Brandon Pacifica for keeping the clubôs 

Facebook page up to date and 

interesting.    

Officers...  
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The Pony Express  
Melinda Morales, Editor 

(Email: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com) 
 

Newsletter Staff: 

Lupe Minuteééé. Lifestyle Reporter 

Rumer Millsééé.. Investigative Reporter 

Sally Ride...ééé.. Traveling Reporter 

Paige Turner..éé.. Reporter At Large 

Rusty Sparkséé... Staff Mechanic 

Ada Sageééééé Staff Philosopher 

 

Thanks to our contributors this month:   

Frank Morales, Harry DePeppe, Rusty Gillis, 

Lou McCarty and Hugh Preacher 

President ééé..ééé  Frank Morales 

Executive VP ééé..ééé  Frank Cossota (PP) 

Treasurer ééé..ééé  Kevin Riley (PP) 

Secretary ééé..ééé  Mary Lou McCarty 

Membership ééé..ééé  Harry DePeppe 

Newsletter ééé..ééé  Melinda Morales 

Thanks to our  

Club Leaders!  

PP = Past President 

Not a member? Thinking of applying for 

membership?  Ownership of a Mustang is not 

required, just an enthusiasm for the model.  

Go to  http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/   

Or  e-mail the Membership Director 

membership@mustangcluboftampa.com 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/123164227818/
http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/
mailto:membership@mustangcluboftampa.com


Presidentõs... 
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Hi MCT Members and Friends.    

 

The month of April is a very busy one.  

Itôs the start of Spring, itôs spring clean-

ing, and itôs Easter with the family.  If 

youôre in Accounting or a CPA, itôs all about 

taxes and long hours.  For some of us Mustang 

enthusiasts itôs about celebrating the National Mustang Day 

(April 17), the birthday of the Ford Mustang.  On the West 

Coast itôs the start of the car show season.  For me, Iôll be 

busy going to California to attend the Fabulous Ford For-

ever Car Show.  This event is the biggest one-day Ford 

event on the West Coast and itôs unbelievable.  I will be 

representing MCA and will have a club booth to help re-

cruit members.  Iôll also be a Guest Speaker for two clubs 

in California, the Orange County Mustang Club and Mus-

tang Owners Club of California.  Iôll finish the month with 

a MCA Directors Meeting in Texas. 

 

As I have mentioned before, our 2018 Board of Directors 

has been working and planning our activities for 2018.  On 

Saturday, March 10th, we had the Cruise to Fordôs Garage 

in Wesley Chapel.  As planned, a group of MCT members 

met at 10:30 am at Chiliôs Grill, located on Hwy 54/Veteran 

Exp.  It was a lot of fun to mingle with Club members and 

see the variety of Mustangs gathering to go on the cruise.  

We left Chiliôs and cruised in a caravan to Fords Garage in 

Wesley Chapel, what a sight.  Once we arrived at Fordôs 

Garage it was photo-ops and time for lunch.  Robbie had 

made reservations and coordinated the event with Matt 

Whitehead, General Manager, and the service was impres-

sive for the large group.  We all had a lot of fun and a great 

time.  This was a successful event for MCT as we had 29 

Mustangs and 49 members and friends in attendance.  

Thanks, Robbie, for an awesome event.   

 

As I mentioned in my March Presidentôs Message, Kevin 

Riley, our Treasurer and Past President, is retiring and 

moving out of state. Kevin has been on the MCT Board for 

22 years and was President for 4 years beginning in 1999.  

At our March MCT General Meeting we presented Kevin 

with a Club Appreciation Award for being an Outstanding 

Club Member whose years of dedicated support have 

greatly contributed to the success of the club.  He also re-

ceived a Lifetime Membership plaque and a $100 gift card.  

We are happy for Kevin, as he starts a new chapter in his 

life, but will miss him once he has relocated. 

 

As for past events, Suncoast Mustang Club hosted the 31st 

Annual Mustang, Shelby, Ford Car Show at 

Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center on Sat-

urday, March 17th.  We had several of our 

members participating and winning awards.  

Congratulation to all.  I received an email from 

Wayne Asbell, SMC President, thanking us for 

supporting and helping with the event.  I also want to 

thank Darlene Esposito for stepping up to help by selling 

raffle tickets.    On Saturday, March 24th was the Medical 

Center of Trinity 5th Annual Start Your Engines Car Show.  

Congratulations to MCT award winners; Frank Cossota, 

Harry DePeppe, Lou McCarty and Wayne Timmerman.  

Good job in representing MCT at this event. 

 

Now for upcoming events.  We have scheduled a Club pic-

nic at Philippe Park for Sunday, April 8th. This will be an 

old fashion style picnic with games and BBQ hamburgers 

and hot dogs.  I have sent the flyer via email and requested 

that, if interested in joining us, you register as soon as pos-

sible so we have an accurate count for food.  As of today, 

we have almost 60 members and friends registered for the 

picnic.  Looks like weôll have a good turn-out and a lot of 

fun.  Next, on Saturday, May 5, 2018 we have the 5th An-

nual Pony Party Car Show at Bill Currie Ford.  We hope 

that all of you can come out and support this showôs good 

cause, the Childrenôs Cancer Center.  This is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to serving families of children bat-

tling childhood cancer and chronic blood disorders with 

emotional, financial, and education support necessary to 

cope with their life-threatening illness.  Even if you do not 

have a show car, come on out and support the drive 

around.  Also, tell your family, friends and neighbors to 

join in supporting this effort.  As in the past, for every drive 

around our sponsors will donate between $60-$80.  At our 

November car show, we generated over $18,000 for our 

charity and hope to do the same at this car show.  There-

fore, Iôm call on all Mustang and Ford enthusiasts to par-

ticipate and help make a difference. Thank you and hope 

you can support MCT, your club. 

 

In closing, I would like to encourage all of you to attend 

our next general meetings or activities to show your sup-

port for our Club as our Board is working very hard to 

make this year a fun year for MCT.  So, stay tune as I donôt 

want you to miss out on any of the fun!  

 

Best regards, 

Frank Morales, MCT President 

president@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Up Front  

...Message  

mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT News  

Our total membership  

is 174 families,  

295  total members !  

Welcome to Our  
Newest MCT Members...  

Mario Ocasio/Barbara Aviles  ó01 Mustang Coupe 

Nicholas Vicario  ó16 Mustang Conv. 

Mark & Rosemarie Bruckner  ó14 Mustang GT 

Jayne Alford/Conrado Ramos  ó15 Mustang Coupe 

Steve & Maritza Sock  ó69 Mustang F-Back & 

    ó07 Mustang GT & 

    ó17 Mustang GT 

Kristen Martin   ó17 Mustang Conv. 

Eric & Candi Quirk  ó15 Mustang Fastback 

Frank & Betty Torrens ó67 Mustang Coupe 

Darryl & Valarie Saunders ó04 Mustang Premium 

Jared & Zoe Shababy  ó03 Mustang Coupe 

Stephanie & Nathan Caron ó17 Mustang Conv. 

Roger Sadlo   ó05 Mustang Coupe 

Hugh & Jean Preacher ó69 T5 Coupe 

Anthony Felitti  ó88 Mustang Foxbody 

Jonathan &  

Rebecca Campagna    ó65 Mustang Coupe 

Mark & Marla Ervin  ó17 Mustang Coupe 

Daniel & Arlene Evans ó18 Mustang Conv. 

Welcome to our newest club members!  We look forward to having you join 

us at our next club meeting or event!  

Our current club Treasurer and Past President, Kevin Riley, has announced that he will be retiring 

out of state in the next couple of months.  Before he left, the membership and Board of Directors, at 

our March General Meeting surprised Kevin.  We started with an Appreciation Award, which was 

presented by Executive Vice President Frank Cossota.  Not to be outdone, our Membership Chair-

man, Harry DePeppe, then pre-

sented Kevin with a Lifetime 

Membership Certificate.  MCT 

President then presented Kevin 

with a $100 Gift Card in recog-

nition for his efforts for, and 

contributions to, the club. 

Kevin has always loved any-

thing related to cars, and he 

joined the Mustang Club of 

Tampa back in 1996, when a 

founding member  Bi l l 

Eggleston, invited him to a 

club meeting.  Kevin served 

two different terms as Club 

President, and has served on 

the Board of Directors since 

1997.  Save travels, Kevin, we 

wish you all the best in your 

retirement! 
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Pictured left to right above:  Harry DePeppe, Frank Cossota, 

Kevin Riley and Frank Morales. 
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On March 3-4, 2018 many Mustang enthusiast spent the weekend enjoying the NMRA Spring Shoot Out and 

their All Ford Car Show.  This event was held at the Bradenton Motorsports Park, Bradenton, Florida. 

NMRA All Ford Car Show  
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On March 4, 2018 Streetside Classics, located in Lutz, FL, hosted their Car Show.  This is another fun venue 

for a car show.  Thanks to Mary Lou McCarty for taking these pictures, and congratulations to her and Harold 

Champion on their trophies! 

Streetside Classics Car Show  

To me and the Mrs., love came in our 5.0 -litre Fox Body Mustangs.  Heck, itõs how 

I met her é One day I left a note under her wiper saying òYou got a foxy body.ó   

I cruised past as she was reading, and revved up the engine.  She smiled and weõve 

been together ever sense é so who says men canõt be romantic?! - Rusty Sparks    



Highlights  
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MCT Cruise to Fordõs  

GarageñWesley Chapel 
On March 10, 2018 MCT held a Cruise to Fordôs Garage-Wesley Chapel.  We met at a Chiliôs restaurant and 

caravanned to Fordôs Garage.  We had great service, and a good time was enjoyed by all! 


