
M U S T A N G  C L U B  O F  T A M P A  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  

(Article by Melinda Morales)  This month we are pleased to feature 

Hugh Preacher’s 1969 2 Door deluxe (65B); a Ford T5, one of 219 

built in 1969 and one of three in the Ford T5 Registry. It is a 302 

which has been massaged a bit by Wayne Calvert Performance En-

gines in Denton Texas.  The moniker for the Mustang is simply “1 OF 

3” The tag on the front is modeled after the correct tag used in Ger-

many in 1969.  Ford T5’s are an odd concoction. Nowhere on the car 

is the word MUSTANG, the FORD is actually LTD trim and Ford re-

used “GT” emblems with a T5 decal on them. The trunk lid was never 

drilled for letters and the top left corner of the tire pressure decal was 

cut off so the word Mustang was not there. All cars came with Mach 1 

suspensions for the highway speeds in Germany, higher spring rates, 

shocks, braces with the noticeable upper shock tower braces with the 

braised on washers. The Owners guide was stamped to address the 

trademark issue.  Hugh bought his Mustang in 1972 off a used car lot 

in Elizabethtown, Kentucky where it had been sold by a returning vet-

eran.  It was used and, sadly, the previous owner did not pay attention 

to how many miles were on it. An interesting fact is that during disas-

sembly, Hugh found a matchbook from Germany which helped to 

piece together where the car had previously been.  

(Continued on page 17) 

Mustang of the Month: 
Hugh Preacher’s 1969 T5 Mustang 
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Why do lowered cars always speed and seem to be in a hurry?  

To make up for the time it takes to get over speed bumps! 
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Up Front 

A Note from your Editor... 

 Happy April fellow MCT members! 
 

With the cooler weather we certainly have had a lot 

of events this last month so we have plenty of pic-

tures to show you.  One of those events was a great 

MCT Cruise to Ford’s Garage in Wesley Chapel.  

Did you know that throughout the year we are going 

to visit each of the local Ford’s Garage locations. 
 

Please make sure you also check out the calendar of 

events.  We look forward to seeing you all at our 

upcoming Caring for Kids Car Show at Bill Currie 

Ford.  Even if you don’t register a show car you can 

come out and join fellow members in supporting a 

good cause.  Robbie Polo also has other fun events 

throughout the year.  Mark you calendars so that 

you can join us.  We are going to do some fun 

things inside during the hottest part of the year, 

which will be a nice treat. 
 

This month I want to thank Hugh Preacher for con-

tributing his story for our Mustang of the Month 

feature.  If you’d like to see you car featured in an 

upcoming newsletter, let me hear from you!   Until 

then, happy reading ... - Melinda 

Rusty Gillis 

Chris Meyer (PP) 

Bob Perry 

Brandon Pacifica 

(Facebook) 

Robbie Polo  

(Cruise Director) 

 

Lucy Carroll 

Jim Carroll 

Harold Champion 

(MCA Regional Director) 

Phil Collie 

Scott Englert 

(Web Master) 

Board Members... 

 Facebook Friends of the MCT is now up to:      

2,585!    

Make sure you check us out on Facebook!  Many 

thanks to Brandon Pacifica for keeping the club’s 

Facebook page up to date and 

interesting.    

Officers... 
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The Pony Express 
Melinda Morales, Editor 

(Email: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com) 
 

Newsletter Staff: 

Lupe Minute………. Lifestyle Reporter 

Rumer Mills……….. Investigative Reporter 

Sally Ride...……….. Traveling Reporter 

Paige Turner..…….. Reporter At Large 

Rusty Sparks……... Staff Mechanic 

Ada Sage…………… Staff Philosopher 

 

Thanks to our contributors this month:   

Frank Morales, Harry DePeppe, Rusty Gillis, 

Lou McCarty and Hugh Preacher 

President ………..………  Frank Morales 

Executive VP ………..………  Frank Cossota (PP) 

Treasurer ………..………  Kevin Riley (PP) 

Secretary ………..………  Mary Lou McCarty 

Membership ………..………  Harry DePeppe 

Newsletter ………..………  Melinda Morales 

Thanks to our  

Club Leaders! 

PP = Past President 

Not a member? Thinking of applying for 

membership?  Ownership of a Mustang is not 

required, just an enthusiasm for the model.  

Go to  http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/   

Or  e-mail the Membership Director 

membership@mustangcluboftampa.com 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/123164227818/
http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/
mailto:membership@mustangcluboftampa.com


President’s... 
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Hi MCT Members and Friends.    

 

The month of April is a very busy one.  

It’s the start of Spring, it’s spring clean-

ing, and it’s Easter with the family.  If 

you’re in Accounting or a CPA, it’s all about 

taxes and long hours.  For some of us Mustang 

enthusiasts it’s about celebrating the National Mustang Day 

(April 17), the birthday of the Ford Mustang.  On the West 

Coast it’s the start of the car show season.  For me, I’ll be 

busy going to California to attend the Fabulous Ford For-

ever Car Show.  This event is the biggest one-day Ford 

event on the West Coast and it’s unbelievable.  I will be 

representing MCA and will have a club booth to help re-

cruit members.  I’ll also be a Guest Speaker for two clubs 

in California, the Orange County Mustang Club and Mus-

tang Owners Club of California.  I’ll finish the month with 

a MCA Directors Meeting in Texas. 

 

As I have mentioned before, our 2018 Board of Directors 

has been working and planning our activities for 2018.  On 

Saturday, March 10th, we had the Cruise to Ford’s Garage 

in Wesley Chapel.  As planned, a group of MCT members 

met at 10:30 am at Chili’s Grill, located on Hwy 54/Veteran 

Exp.  It was a lot of fun to mingle with Club members and 

see the variety of Mustangs gathering to go on the cruise.  

We left Chili’s and cruised in a caravan to Fords Garage in 

Wesley Chapel, what a sight.  Once we arrived at Ford’s 

Garage it was photo-ops and time for lunch.  Robbie had 

made reservations and coordinated the event with Matt 

Whitehead, General Manager, and the service was impres-

sive for the large group.  We all had a lot of fun and a great 

time.  This was a successful event for MCT as we had 29 

Mustangs and 49 members and friends in attendance.  

Thanks, Robbie, for an awesome event.   

 

As I mentioned in my March President’s Message, Kevin 

Riley, our Treasurer and Past President, is retiring and 

moving out of state. Kevin has been on the MCT Board for 

22 years and was President for 4 years beginning in 1999.  

At our March MCT General Meeting we presented Kevin 

with a Club Appreciation Award for being an Outstanding 

Club Member whose years of dedicated support have 

greatly contributed to the success of the club.  He also re-

ceived a Lifetime Membership plaque and a $100 gift card.  

We are happy for Kevin, as he starts a new chapter in his 

life, but will miss him once he has relocated. 

 

As for past events, Suncoast Mustang Club hosted the 31st 

Annual Mustang, Shelby, Ford Car Show at 

Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center on Sat-

urday, March 17th.  We had several of our 

members participating and winning awards.  

Congratulation to all.  I received an email from 

Wayne Asbell, SMC President, thanking us for 

supporting and helping with the event.  I also want to 

thank Darlene Esposito for stepping up to help by selling 

raffle tickets.    On Saturday, March 24th was the Medical 

Center of Trinity 5th Annual Start Your Engines Car Show.  

Congratulations to MCT award winners; Frank Cossota, 

Harry DePeppe, Lou McCarty and Wayne Timmerman.  

Good job in representing MCT at this event. 

 

Now for upcoming events.  We have scheduled a Club pic-

nic at Philippe Park for Sunday, April 8th. This will be an 

old fashion style picnic with games and BBQ hamburgers 

and hot dogs.  I have sent the flyer via email and requested 

that, if interested in joining us, you register as soon as pos-

sible so we have an accurate count for food.  As of today, 

we have almost 60 members and friends registered for the 

picnic.  Looks like we’ll have a good turn-out and a lot of 

fun.  Next, on Saturday, May 5, 2018 we have the 5th An-

nual Pony Party Car Show at Bill Currie Ford.  We hope 

that all of you can come out and support this show’s good 

cause, the Children’s Cancer Center.  This is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to serving families of children bat-

tling childhood cancer and chronic blood disorders with 

emotional, financial, and education support necessary to 

cope with their life-threatening illness.  Even if you do not 

have a show car, come on out and support the drive 

around.  Also, tell your family, friends and neighbors to 

join in supporting this effort.  As in the past, for every drive 

around our sponsors will donate between $60-$80.  At our 

November car show, we generated over $18,000 for our 

charity and hope to do the same at this car show.  There-

fore, I’m call on all Mustang and Ford enthusiasts to par-

ticipate and help make a difference. Thank you and hope 

you can support MCT, your club. 

 

In closing, I would like to encourage all of you to attend 

our next general meetings or activities to show your sup-

port for our Club as our Board is working very hard to 

make this year a fun year for MCT.  So, stay tune as I don’t 

want you to miss out on any of the fun!  

 

Best regards, 

Frank Morales, MCT President 

president@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Up Front 

...Message 

mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT News 

Our total membership 

is 174 families, 

295 total members!  

Welcome to Our  
Newest MCT Members... 

Mario Ocasio/Barbara Aviles  ‘01 Mustang Coupe 

Nicholas Vicario  ‘16 Mustang Conv. 

Mark & Rosemarie Bruckner  ‘14 Mustang GT 

Jayne Alford/Conrado Ramos  ‘15 Mustang Coupe 

Steve & Maritza Sock  ‘69 Mustang F-Back & 

    ‘07 Mustang GT & 

    ‘17 Mustang GT 

Kristen Martin   ‘17 Mustang Conv. 

Eric & Candi Quirk  ‘15 Mustang Fastback 

Frank & Betty Torrens ‘67 Mustang Coupe 

Darryl & Valarie Saunders ‘04 Mustang Premium 

Jared & Zoe Shababy  ‘03 Mustang Coupe 

Stephanie & Nathan Caron ‘17 Mustang Conv. 

Roger Sadlo   ‘05 Mustang Coupe 

Hugh & Jean Preacher ‘69 T5 Coupe 

Anthony Felitti  ‘88 Mustang Foxbody 

Jonathan &  

Rebecca Campagna    ‘65 Mustang Coupe 

Mark & Marla Ervin  ‘17 Mustang Coupe 

Daniel & Arlene Evans ‘18 Mustang Conv. 

Welcome to our newest club members!  We look forward to having you join 

us at our next club meeting or event!  

Our current club Treasurer and Past President, Kevin Riley, has announced that he will be retiring 

out of state in the next couple of months.  Before he left, the membership and Board of Directors, at 

our March General Meeting surprised Kevin.  We started with an Appreciation Award, which was 

presented by Executive Vice President Frank Cossota.  Not to be outdone, our Membership Chair-

man, Harry DePeppe, then pre-

sented Kevin with a Lifetime 

Membership Certificate.  MCT 

President then presented Kevin 

with a $100 Gift Card in recog-

nition for his efforts for, and 

contributions to, the club. 

Kevin has always loved any-

thing related to cars, and he 

joined the Mustang Club of 

Tampa back in 1996, when a 

founding member  Bi l l 

Eggleston, invited him to a 

club meeting.  Kevin served 

two different terms as Club 

President, and has served on 

the Board of Directors since 

1997.  Save travels, Kevin, we 

wish you all the best in your 

retirement! 
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Pictured left to right above:  Harry DePeppe, Frank Cossota, 

Kevin Riley and Frank Morales. 
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On March 3-4, 2018 many Mustang enthusiast spent the weekend enjoying the NMRA Spring Shoot Out and 

their All Ford Car Show.  This event was held at the Bradenton Motorsports Park, Bradenton, Florida. 

NMRA All Ford Car Show 
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On March 4, 2018 Streetside Classics, located in Lutz, FL, hosted their Car Show.  This is another fun venue 

for a car show.  Thanks to Mary Lou McCarty for taking these pictures, and congratulations to her and Harold 

Champion on their trophies! 

Streetside Classics Car Show 

To me and the Mrs., love came in our 5.0-litre Fox Body Mustangs.  Heck, it’s how 

I met her … One day I left a note under her wiper saying “You got a foxy body.”   

I cruised past as she was reading, and revved up the engine.  She smiled and we’ve 

been together ever sense … so who says men can’t be romantic?! - Rusty Sparks    



Highlights 
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MCT Cruise to Ford’s  

Garage—Wesley Chapel 
On March 10, 2018 MCT held a Cruise to Ford’s Garage-Wesley Chapel.  We met at a Chili’s restaurant and 

caravanned to Ford’s Garage.  We had great service, and a good time was enjoyed by all! 



Highlights 
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MCT Cruise to Ford’s  

Garage—Wesley Chapel 
(Cont’d) 



Highlights 
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31st Mustang-Shelby-Ford Car Show 

On March 17, 2018 MCT Members came out to support the 31st Annual Mustang-Shelby-Ford Show at Coun-

try in the Park.  This show is hosted by Suncoast Mustang Club and we want to thank everyone that pitched in 

and helped where needed.  It was a beautiful day for a car show! 



Highlights 
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5th Annual Start your Engines! Car Show 

As if there wasn’t enough to keep us busy this last month, on March 24, 2018 MCT members came out in sup-

port of the 5th Annual Start your Engines! Car Show at Medical Center of Trinity.  This is a big show, with ap-

proximately 350 cars in attendance, and a favorite of classic car enthusiasts! 



Highlights 

The Pony Express Page 11 

For Sale— I have a complete Grill kit for a 67 

Mustang GT.  Includes all trim, horse and corral, 

etc.  $125 for all.  Call Mark @ 813-205-2953 

 

For Sale— 

For Sale -

  Tail lights off 

my 2011 Mus-

tang (left and 

right).   I have 

replaced my 

lights with 

Raxiom units; 

it is time to say farewell to the 2011 units.   Ex-

act replacements for 2010-2011- and 

2012.   $150.00 for the pair. If interested contact 

Jon Eshleman at: phone 616-540-6210 or e-mail  

at  jon.eshleman@sbcglobal.net.   Can deliver 

within 50 miles of Spring Hill. 

Buy, Sell, and Trade  

For Sale— Set 

of four 18” 

Wheels and Tires 

with 5/32” tread, 

pony center caps 

a n d  T P M S . 

235/50ZR18 BF 

Goodrich g-Force 

Comp-2.  Stock 5

-lug wheels from 

a premium model 

S550. $400.  If 

interested, contact Howie at  (813) 505-4126 .  (See pic-

ture) 

MCT members looking to Buy, Sell, or Trade can post 

items here.  Our newsletter reaches all our members, 

sponsors and several other Mustang Clubs.  E-mail your 

photo & info to: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

(Note: Full names of MCT members 

are withheld to protect privacy.)   

You know the old saying … beware 

of the quiet ones ... As it turns out 

this is truer than I thought.  You see, I 

have recently come into some little 

known facts about one MCT Board 

Member (Scott E.) who quietly keeps 

our Website looking terrific, and who 

always has a smile and a helping 

hand.  So who would have thought 

that this mild mannered man is a DJ 

by night?!  That’s right … it turns out 

this MCT member has his own DJ gig 

… and if you don’t believe me, check 

out the DJ at our Bill Currie Ford Car 

Show.  You just might recognize him 

... I’m just sayin’ ... 

Have you Heard? 
By Rumer Mills,  

Investigative Reporter 
I love spring cleaning.  My favorite memory is of the year I decided 

to paint the walls in my Mustang Man’s garage as a surprise for 

him.  I knew he wouldn’t like anything too bright or anything that 

resembled flowers, so I decided to paint some squares on the wall.  

Unfortunately I’m not very good with straight lines … or tape.  And 

before I knew it, I had painted something that looked more like a 

map of Tampa, rather than the checkered boxes I had anticipated.   

I admit I had a moment of pure panic.  And then my natural bril-

liance collided with lucky inspiration.  I grabbed up a bunch of my 

Mustang Man’s matchbox Mustangs (honestly, he has so many he 

never noticed any missing) and I glued the cars on the wall.  With a 

few pictures and landscaping, I suddenly had a mural of a town, in 

which the only cars driven were Mustangs.  I was so thrilled with 

my quick thinking recovery that I couldn’t wait for my Mustang 

Man to get home to see how I had improved his garage.  Needless 

to say that when my Mustang Man got home, and saw what I had 

done, he was overwhelmed with emotion.  So much so, that he 

couldn’t even speak!  But to this day he still gets tears in his eyes 

every time he stops to enjoy his mural … I love being a good wife. 

The Mustang Ladies Corner 
By Lupe Minute, Lifestyle Reporter 

mailto:newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com


Features 

 

We have been working on a few differ-

ent projects. When we are not assem-

bling Chad’s 1966 Restomod Coupe or 

Steve’s 1969 Mach 1 we have been 

working on the 1969 Grande. Unfortu-

nately back in the 60’s Ford or any of 

the other manufacturers did not build these 

cars to last.  If you own a Classic Mustang this is what the back side of 

your roof looks like because Ford never primed it. (See picture #1).  The 

roof was sanded down to bare metal. (See picture #2). 

 

Once you have it sanded to bare metal you want to epoxy prime right 

away or you will get surface rust unless you live in a very dry climate. I 

sprayed 2 coats of SPI red oxide epoxy primer. (See picture #3)  

 

All the inner structure is also bare metal. That is why the cowls rust and 

start leaking and the next thing the floor is gone. From the outside the roof 

looked good on this car but with the sheet metal removed you can see a 

rust hole and over time there would be a rust showing in the roof sail 

panel area. If you just patch the outside it will last a little while but the 

rust in the inner structure will get worse. (See picture #4) 

 

The rust was cut out and Brian welded a patch and ground the welds. (See 

picture #5).  To keep this area from rusting out again Brian brush painted 

it with epoxy primer. Since you will never see this area it is easier to brush 

a heavy coat of epoxy primer. All the inner structure will be epoxy primed 

before the outer sheet metal is welded in place. Now this Mustang can be 

passed down to the next generation. (See picture #6) 
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The Rusty 
Report  

Gillis Restorations builds every car as if it were Rusty’s own. 

They are a one stop restoration shop. From rust repairs to turn 

key restorations, no job is too big or too small.  Let’s see what 

Rusty is up to this month ...  

www.gillisrestorations.com  
     727-847-7973  

Email:  rusty@gillisrestorations.com  

#1 

(Rusty’s story continues 

next month…) 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 #6 

http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
C:/Users/Harry/Documents/Book Place
http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
http://www.gillisrestorations.com
mailto:rusty@gillisrestorations.com
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Members who would like to add your busi-

ness or service, which may be of interest to 

other members,  email your info to:  

newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Area Cruise-Ins 
Events are subject to change so  

always check with organizers.  

√ Every 1st Monday - Mustang Mondays, Biff 

Burger & Buffy’s BBQ, 6 to 9:30pm. 3939 49th 

St N. St Petersburg.  Info: 727-522-0088. Free 

event.  December meet is Toy Drive, bring a toy!  

More info on MCT facebook page. 

√ Every Friday - Citrus Park DQ Grill & Chill         

6-9pm  8410 Citrus Park Dr.  Music, door prizes 

& 50/50.  Free cone for the first 20 registered.  

Space limited to 45 cars. Info: Paul Figoni 813468

-027  

√ Every Friday - Pep Boys Speed Shop,  5-8pm  

10124 N. Florida Ave, open-to-all, drivers receive 

a hot dog & soda, door prizes, 10% discount on 

store purchases, DJ Ed Cullins. Info: Joe 813-933-

2424.  

Phil Collie 

Internet Consultant 

Lazydays, The RV Authority 

Cell: 800-626-7800 

pcollie@lazydays.com 

 

John Underwood 

Custom Cabinetry 

U.S. Design & Mill, Inc. 

Cell: 813-854-2321 

USDM11@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Jeremy & Jessica Cianfrocca 

Auto Detailing 

Tampa Wax Slingers 

Ph:  813-409-2630 

jcianfrocca@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Fred Flesche 

Indoor Gun Range/Sales 

Shooting Sports Inc. 

Ph:  813-933-3000 

fjfnc@aim.com 

Rusty Gillis 

Automotive Restoration 

Gillis Performance  

Restorations 

Ph:  727-847-7973 

rusty@gillisrestorations.com 

 

Glenn Bornemann 

Auto Detailing Products 

Garage One   

Ph:  813-380-3773 

mustang62401@gmail.com 

 

Jose Chinchilla 

Autobody & Collision 

Full Metal Garage 

Ph:  813-217-5364 

fullmetalgarage.com 

 

 

 

√ 1st Saturday - Dairy Queen, Lutz, 6-8:30pm.  

23671 FL-54, Lutz. All makes and models welcome.  

Food, ice cream, DJ music, raffles and face painting.  

Fun for whole family. Info: 813-949-8900, or email 

Dawn.c@inspiringservice.com. 

√ 2nd Saturday - NorthPointe Village, 5-8pm.  16506 

Pointe Village Dr, Lutz. Door prizes, oldies, music 

and 50/50. Info: Paul Figoni 813-468-0277  

√ 2nd Saturday - Breakfast & Coffee at Insty Tune.  

7am to 9am. 14783 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 

33618.       

√ Last Saturday - Cars & Coffee at Streetside Clas-

sics.  9am-12.  4610 Pet Lane, Lutz, FL. 150+ classic 

cars on display under one roof. 

Another great perk for  

Mustang Club of Tampa members, 

 who also join the National Club  
 

Mustang Club of America 
 
 
 
 
 

MCA members can take advantage of  

The Ford X-Plan  
 

Purchase a Mustang with a deep pricing 

discount, the process is both simple & 

rewarding.   
 

Don’t forget to make the dealer aware of your 

MCT membership for a $150 loyalty bonus to 

the Mustang Club of Tampa. See below for 

details. 

http://www.mustang.org/content.php/274-X-Plan-

Pricing-for-MCA-Members 
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Mustang Club  
of America 

Member Businesses  
and Services 

mailto:newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com
mailto:pcollie@lazydays.com
mailto:USDM11@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jcianfrocca@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:fjfnc@aim.com
mailto:rusty@gillisrestorations.com
mailto:mustang62401@gmail.com
http://www.mustang.org/content.php/274-X-Plan-Pricing-for-MCA-Members
http://www.mustang.org/content.php/274-X-Plan-Pricing-for-MCA-Members


Features 

√ November 11 —  MCT’s Bill Cur-

rie Ford Car Show. 

√ December 9 —  MCT’s Annual 

Christmas Party. 

 

Other Noteworthy 
Activities - 
√ April 10th  — MCT Board Meet-

ing. Our next Board Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 10th at 

6:30pm.  This meeting is for the 

Board of Directors only. 

 

√ April 24th  — MCT General Meet-

ing. Our next General Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 24th at 

6:30pm, in the room over the Bill 

Currie Ford showroom.  
 

(See MCT Website for fliers.) 

Car Shows - 
√ April 7—Autos for Autism 

2018.  Hosted by the Richey 

Region A.A.C.A. to benefit Au-

tism.  Held at the Crystal Truck 

Center, 3477 Commercial Way, 

Spring Hill, FL 34606.  Regis-

tration 8am-12pm.  For info 

visit www.aacaricheyregion.com. 

√ April 8 —  MCT Picnic at 

Philippe Park.  MCT members 

are invited to come on out for 

a day of games and lunch at 

Philippe Park! 

√ April 14—Salute to the Mili-

tary Car Show.  10:00am-3pm.  

7701 Boca Ciega Dr., St. Pete 

Beach, FL 33706  Registration 

is $10.  Phone 813-506-4225 

for info. 

√ April 14—Missions Car 

Show 2018.  Proceeds to bene-

fit Mission trip to Nicaragua.   

Held at 10515 Northcliffe 

Blvd., Spring Hill, FL 34608.  

Show 11am-4pm.  For info call 

Liz Locke 352-442-6001. 

√ April 15—Calling ALL Cars!  

Go gold for kids with cancer.  

11am-8pm.  6186 N. US High-

way 41, Apollo Beach, FL 

33572.   

√ May 5 —  MCT’s “Cars for 

Kids” Car Show at Bill Currie 

Ford .  Registration $10.  

Come out and support this 

show’s good cause, the Chil-

dren’s Cancer Center.  This is 

a non-profit organization dedi-

cated to serving families of chil-

dren battling childhood cancer 

and chronic blood disorders with 

emotional, financial, and educa-

tion support necessary to cope 

with their life-threatening ill-

ness.  Even if you do not have a 

show car, come on out and sup-

port the drive around.  Also, tell 

your family, friends and 

neighbors to join in supporting 

this effort.  As in the past, for 

every drive around our sponsors 

will donate between $60-$80.   

√ May 6 — 10th Annual Drive 

Away Breast Cancer Car Show.  

8am-5pm. Registration 8am-

10am).  Downtown Safety Harbor.  

$20 prereg. $25 Day of Show.  For 

more information visit CS4C.com. 

√ June 9 —  MCT’s Bay Area 

Bridge Cruise.  Want to enjoy a 

day over the waterways and then 

a nice lunch?  This is it! 

√ July 14 —  MCT’s Ponies and 

Pins Bowling & Cruise to 

Ford’s Garage-Westchase.  

As the weather gets hotter 

we will be taking the fun 

indoors! 

√ August 11 —  MCT’s Hot 

Shots and Mustangs shoot-

ing at the range and lunch. 

√ September 9 —  MCT’s 

Tampa Bay Automotive Mu-

seum tour.  Join us for a 

tour of this museum  and 

then lunch afterwards. 

√ October 6 —  MCT Cruise 

to Ford’s Garage-Brandon.  
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Car Shows & Other Events Events are subject to change.   

Always check with organizers.   

The Rust Bucket…  
by Rusty Sparks,  Staff Mechanic 
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Features 

Club members, and the club, have special Loyalty 
Privileges at Bill Currie Ford.  Earn $$$, receive dis-
counts, and work with a dedicated team to assist you.  
Here is what we get in return: 
 

** $150 – Paid to the Club when a club member pur-
chases a vehicle 
 

** $150 – Paid to any Member who refers a friend to 
purchase a vehicle 
 

** 10% -- Discount for Parts and Service                                                                                                                         
 

A dedicated Mustang enthusiast at Bill Currie is as-
signed to assist you. 

Dealership Contact for MCT Members: 

Jim Carson, 813-872-5555, Ext. 1335  
 

To receive these benefits always introduce yourself as 
a member of Mustang Club of Tampa and present 
your membership card. If there are any questions con-
tact the club President, Frank Morales, at 
mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com or Jim 
Carson at the phone number listed above. Please give 
Bill Currie a try, and refer your friends.  Let us know if 
you make a purchase. 

Bill Currie Ford 

Referral Program 

$$$$ Benefits to Members of 

Mustang Club of Tampa provided 

by Bill Currie Ford! 
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If purchasing a vehicle - present the voucher below 

with your membership card at the time of sale! 

mailto:president@mustangcluboftamps.com


Snapshots 

The Pony Express 

(Continued from Page 1)  Hugh found his Mustang in the midst of a large Armor troop 

area, which explained how the car ended up outside Fort Knox, Kentucky.  Hugh restored 

the car exactly as it was built. Every part of the drive train is original. Hugh did slip in a four 

speed but keeps the three speed in a box. As with the Corvette, Hugh has the correct original 

tires and wheels and for the Mustang a set of radials on Torq Thruster wheels.  When we 

asked Hugh how long it took to restore he laughed and said, “Tooooo long!”   Hugh began 

work on the car in the late 1980’s.  It was painted in 1992, then it rested for many years 

while Hugh traveled the world for work.  In 2010 Hugh semi-retired and focused on getting 

the Corvette completed before focusing on the Mustang again. As expected there was a bit 

of rework.  He replaced old rubber components that had been waiting for years. He was ever 

so happy that he had notes, drawings, photos, and assembly manuals.  He had even gone to 

the trouble of storing even the smallest of fasteners and parts in many, many part trays. 

Hugh grew up in his Dad’s Automotive Parts and Brake Shop in Hollywood, Florida so he 

thinks of himself as a wrench turner.  He disassembled and reassembled both his Ford T5 

and his “1 Owner” 1972 Corvette, which was ordered when he returned from Vietnam. 

Hugh is the self-appointed family genealogist and spent a lot of time tracking Scottish, English, Icelandic and German 

family. Since 2011 he has been involved with a core group of men who are also graduates of the Armor Officer Candi-

date School at Fort Knox.  He is a co-author of the only written account of OCS at Fort Knox and maintains the data 

bases for the 2,340 men who graduated.  

Hugh, and his wife Jean, have four kids and six grandkids between them. Three of the kids and five grandkids live in 

England. Hugh and Jean have been living in Frisco, Texas but are moving to Bradenton, Florida.  Hugh served in the 

U.S. Army for eleven years and left as a Major Armor branch, Life Member Disable Veterans of America, Vietnam Vet-

erans of American, The American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars. He is also a member of the Scottish American 

Military Society. He returned to Florida to attend Florida State in the bleak pre-Coach Bowden days, graduating in 1975 

before joining Electronic Data Systems as a systems engineer and account and regional manager for thirty one years.  

Hugh is a member of MCA and NCRS and was the Dallas Fort Worth Coordinator for the Texas Chapter of the NCRS. 

Hugh found out about MCT by Googling for MCA affiliates in the Tampa area, and became a member in February of 

2018. 

Jean retired from the UK government in 2008 after years of managing large outsourcing arrangements and acting as pro-

ject manager for their implementation. Jean worked in London for years where she, totally by chance, met Hugh some 

years ago.  Jean loves her pooch and grandkids…but probably not in that order.  She got interested into genealogy look-

ing over Hugh’s shoulder and has amassed a huge amount of her family history. So what does Hugh love about his car?  

That it is an iconic car and simple enough that you can actually work on them although, Hugh admits, he is very pleased 

to be done with the work. Now it is time to drive, enjoy, and tell the stories of this car.  Welcome to Florida, Hugh and 

Jean! 
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Imagine if I was allowed to work from home.  I’d get along with everyone in the 

office; I’d be able to work in my pajamas, and I’d probably win Employee of the 

Month! — Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 

Reflections …   I’ll bet you expected more flowers this month!  But we surprised you.  Mostly all things 

Mustang ’cause  we just thought we would change it up.  But don’t get too excited … or expect it to last … 

after all, next month is Mother’s Day!  But with spring blooming around us, who doesn’t like some spring 

flowers?  Here in the office Lupe Minute has converted to a flower child.  The first day she showed up in 

standard flower child garb I thought it was cute.  Then she showed up with a ring of flowers on her head.  

That was pretty until Ada Sage started sneezing with an allergy reaction.  Now Lupe is forced to wear silk 

flowers.  I don’t think she like this because when I ask her for anything all I get is, “Peace, baby.”  Do you 

think she does this just to annoy me?  I have my suspicions ...       - Melinda, Editor 


