
M U S T A N G  C L U B  O F  T A M P A  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  

(Article by Melinda Morales)   
 

This month we are pleased to spotlight Ken Bidwell and his 2015 

Triple Yellow GT Performance Pack Mustang Fastback which includes 

6 speed manual transmission, Lund tune on E85 with Corsa Touring 

axle back exhaust, Boomba short shifter, and GT350 steering wheel.  

Ken purchased his current Mustang from a local dealership, and still 

laughs as he recalls that the sales person almost ran over a coworker 

trying to start his new Mustang on the lot.  Ken has made a few modifi-

cations so far.  He has added Roush cold air induction, Brisk plugs, and 

black roof, and tinted windows.  Ken’s future plans with his Mustang 

include more mods (of course), national and/or local shows, and racing. 

 

Ken, and his wife Robin, have lived in Lutz, FL for almost sixteen 

years now, and have two grown children.   
 

(Continued on page 17) 

Mustang of the Month: 
Ken Bidwell’s 2015 Triple Yellow GT 
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On behalf of those of us who love a nice, long, fast 

cruise in our Mustang’s, I’ve written to Santa to tell him 

we’ve been naughty this year … and it was worth it! 
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Up Front 

A Note from your Editor... 

 Happy December everyone, and happy Holidays! I 

usually end each newsletter with a Staff report, but 

this month I’m starting off by updating you.  

Thanksgiving at the Staff Potluck was truly an epic 

occasion.  It’s that time of year when I really let 

them cut loose.  It’s a shame you can’t all attend, we 

are still picking mashed potatoes off the ceiling.   

 

By the end of this month I’ll have completed the 

annual reviews for the Newsletter Staff, and I’ve 

asked everyone to submit their New Years resolu-

tions so I can consider them in my deliberations.  As 

their Editor, I do need to give my team some goals, 

but I have to admit that it is hard to be stern in the 

annual reviews.  After all, in their own unique ways, 

they are giving us the best they have to offer, and 

what more can I ask?  When it comes down to it, 

slapping their hands would be as painful for me as it 

would be for them!  So I’ll hope for the holiday 

spirit as I meet with each one of them … And on 

another note, for those who have said I am sweet but 

twisted, I say that just makes me a candy cane, and 

I’m surprisingly okay with that!  Until next time, 

happy reading! - Melinda 

Phil Collie 

Paul Strausbaugh 
(Facebook) 

Paul Hiley 

Robbie Polo  
(Cruise Director) 

Brandon Pacifica 
(Facebook) 

Rusty Gillis 

Joyce Bendishaw (PP) 

Mark Morley (PP) 

Chris Meyer (PP) 

Phil Bendishaw  
(Car Show Chairman) 

Bob Perry 

Lucy Carroll 

Jim Carroll 

Board Members... 

 Facebook Friends of the MCT is now up to:      

2,426!    

Make sure you check us out on Facebook!  Many 

thanks to Paul Strausbaugh for 

keeping the club’s Facebook page 

up to date and interesting.    

Officers... 
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Melinda Morales, Editor 

(Email: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com) 
 

Newsletter Staff: 

Lupe Minute………. Lifestyle Reporter 

Rumer Mills……….. Investigative Reporter 

Sally Ride...……….. Traveling Reporter 

Paige Turner..…….. Reporter At Large 

Rusty Sparks……... Staff Mechanic 

Ada Sage…………… Staff Philosopher 

 

Thanks to our contributors this month:   

Frank Morales, Harry DePeppe, Rusty Gillis, 

John Espisito, and Ken Bidwell 
 

Not a member? Thinking of applying for 

membership?  Ownership of a Mustang is not 

required, just an enthusiasm for the model.  

Go to  http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/   

Or  e-mail the Membership Director 

membership@mustangcluboftampa.com 

President ………..………  Frank Morales 

Executive VP ………..………  Frank Cossota (PP) 

Treasurer ………..………  Kevin Riley (PP) 

Secretary ………..………  Mary Lou McCarty 

Membership ………..………  Harry DePeppe 

Newsletter ………..………  Melinda Morales 

Thanks to our  

Club Leaders! 
PP = Past President 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/123164227818/
http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/
mailto:membership@mustangcluboftampa.com


President’s... 
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Hi friends and members of the Mus-

tang Club of Tampa! I hope everyone 

had a wonderful Thanksgiving Day 

with family and friends.  Also, I want 

to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 

Happy Holiday season for all. 

 

As I’m writing my President’s Message I’m reflecting 

back on our 36th Annual Mustang, Shelby & Ford 

Roundup Car Show, which was held on Saturday, No-

vember 4th.  It’s was a huge success for MCT, and Bill 

Currie Ford, and I want to thank everyone that worked 

hard in making this event so successful.  Please see 

my article on the Car Show contained in this Newslet-

ter. 

 

In addition to everything else that was achieved at our 

Car Show, we also got a jump on the Christmas rush 

by collecting gifts for children, which will go to Toys 

for Tots.  If you could help us make Christmas special 

for the children in need, we would appreciate it.  We 

will also be collecting toys at our Christmas Party.   

 

Talking about Toys for Tots, Car Shows 4 Charity did 

a Poker Run & Cruise-In event on Saturday, Novem-

ber 18th in which part of the proceeds benefited Toys 

for Tots.  This was a fun and successful event.  I want 

to thank Suzann Painter and other MCT members that 

supported and worked the event.  

 

On another subject, I have been informed that we will 

have an article in the January Mustang Club of Amer-

ica (MCA) magazine, Mustang Times, on the Ponies 

for Puerto Rico drive.  Again, I want to thank the 

Mustang Community, family and friends in Tampa 

that helped or donated items to this effort.  We are 

grateful for the response that we received from all the 

clubs, family and friends.   

 

As I have mentioned in the past, I’m trying to have a 

Guest Speaker at all our monthly General meetings.  

So, if you have any connections or sug-

gestion, please let me know.  Last month 

we had Brandon Pacific, as our Guest 

Speaker telling us all about the 2018 Mus-

tang and the comparisons between the 2017 

and earlier models. Thanks Brandon for a great 

and informative presentation.   

 

As for upcoming events, on December 10th, 2017 we 

will have our annual MCT Christmas Party.  This 

year’s venue will be Bahama Breeze.  We are excited 

about this new venue.  If you haven’t been to a Ba-

hama Breeze, they have great food, and this location 

has a beautiful view of the bay.   

 

As a special treat, everyone that attends will receive a 

complementary $10 gift card for a future visit.  So, if 

you register for the Christmas Party at $15 per person, 

and then you use your $10 gift card at a later date, you 

are only out of pocket for $5.  I can’t think of a better 

deal!  So please get your registrations in early as we 

are limited on space.   

 

If you signed up to participate in the ‘Red Mustang’ 

Gift Exchange (White Elephant) don’t forget to bring 

your wrapped gift.  To make this exciting and fun, 

please bring a gift that someone would like to steal in 

the price range of $15-$20.  I like model Mustangs or 

tools but Melinda likes girly gifts (wine or gift cards).  

 

See the flier in this newsletter or on our website for 

additional information. 

 

In closing, I want to thank the Members, Officers and 

Board of Directors that are working hard to for MCT.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Frank Morales, MCT President 

president@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Up Front 

...Message 

Santa knows when I am sleeping, he knows when I’m awake, he knows if I’ve been 

good or bad … I find that rather creepy.  — Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 

mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT News 

Our total membership 

is 161 families, 

273 total members!  

Welcome to Our  
Newest MCT Members... 

Ann Shaw   ‘68 Mustang Conv. 

Rick & Shelley Nolan  ‘17 Mustang Coupe 

James & Darcy DeRusha ‘06 Mustang GT 

John McLaughlin  ‘17 Shelby R 

Ken & Robin Bidwell  ‘15 Mustang Fastback 

Drew Anklin & June Dawley ‘67 Coupe and  

    ‘17 Fastback 

Andreh Alito   ‘65 & ‘16 Fastbacks 

Chris & Lee Reynolds  ‘66 Fastback 

Bob and Amy Slaney  ‘17 Mustang Coupe 

Jayne Alford & Conrado Ramos  ‘15 Mustang Coupe 

Kristen Martin   ‘17 Mustang Conv. 

Eric & Candi Quirk  ‘15 Mustang Fastback 

Frank & Betty Torrens ‘67 Mustang Coupe 

Vince & Linda Caruso ‘13 Shelby GT500 

Michael Bellomo  ‘15 Mustang GT 

Tucker Thiede   ‘06 Mustang 

John Wilber   ‘14 Shelby GT500 

Welcome to our newest club members!  We look forward to having you join 

us at our next club meeting or event!  

Well, Thanksgiving is behind us and hopefully every-

one is still recalling memories of another wonderful 

day of good food, family and friends.  And now we 

have the Christmas holidays to look forward to.  Yes, 

so much joy to the world, and peace on earth going on around us.  Except that one day.  Black Friday. 

Do you ever stop to worry about finding yourself sucked into the vortex of modern American culture?  Well 

Black Friday is the day to worry.  I mean, think about it, you are full of turkey, you’ve given thanks for every-

one and everything you can think of.  You are contemplating Christmas decorations, and getting the perfect 

gift for each loved one.  Then Black Friday starts.  You drag your stuffed, tired self out to endure long lines, 

only to run willy-nilly throughout each store grabbing and fighting with strangers over something that you 

don’t really need while wishing them Happy Holidays with a snarky smile on your face.  You finally return 

home with the thought that, “Grandma will just have to be happy with this.” And you finally fall asleep 

dreaming of peace on earth.   

It’s times like this when I wonder who is messing with us?  Naughty Elves?  Well I say that we need to revolt 

against this.  No more running out on the tail end of Thanksgiving, no more ignoring the remaining pie.  No 

more long lines, and exhausting yourself for something that Grandma will only “re-gift”.  But don’t worry 

about how you will get all the gift shopping done, for I swear the Good Elves will prevail.   

It’s called Cyber Monday ...  

The Mustang Ladies Corner 
By Lupe Minute, Lifestyle Reporter 

When you stop believing in Santa, you get underwear for Christmas. 

— Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 
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MCT News 

Buy, Sell, Trade … Here! 
For MCT Members 

For Sale—

MCT member 

C h r i s t o p h e r 

Sloan has an 

AEM cold air 

intake for a 

2015- 2017 

Mustang Eco-

Boost for sale.  

He is asking 

$150 o.b.o. 

These sell for 

$275 brand 

new. This setup was on his car for just under a year with ap-

proximately 8k miles on the item. All pieces still appear brand 

new and are still in the original box with the installation in-

structions. A picture of the intake on his car is shown here. 

Contact the Editor if you are interested. 

 

For Sale— For Sale -

  Tail lights off my 2011 

Mustang (left  and 

right).   I have replaced 

my lights with Raxiom 

units; it is time to say 

farewell to the 2011 

units.   Exact replace-

ments for 2010-2011- and 

2012.   $150.00 for the 

pair. If interested contact 

Jon Eshleman at: phone 616-540-6210 or e-mail  at  

jon.eshleman@sbcglobal.net.   Can deliver within 50 miles of 

Spring Hill. 

For Sale— 4 factory wheel covers for a 

1966 Mustang. These are the factory wheel 

covers with accessory spinners. These are 

good driver quality. They are not the wire 

style covers. $125.00 for all 4.  Call Kevin 

Riley at 727-430-9545 if interested. 

 

For Sale— For sale are 2 "lighted" pic-

tures featuring early Ford Mustangs.  One is 

from noted automotive artist Dave Snyder. 

This one measures approx 34 x 24. It is 

framed and matted.  The other one measures 

approx 36 x 24.  Both light as designed, as 

you can see in the pictures. Perfect for your 

den or garage.  $100.00 takes both.  Call 

Kevin Riley at 727-430-9545 if interested. 

MCT members looking to Buy, Sell, or Trade can post items 

here.  Our newsletter reaches all our members, sponsors and 

several other   Mustang Clubs.  E-mail your photo & info to:             

newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

The Staff around here is a lot like some of my Christmas tree ornaments … 

bright, colorful .. And a little bit cracked!  — Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 

mailto:newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT’s Car Show 

(by Frank Morales) This year’s show 

celebrated the U.S. Military, so we started 

the day with the Sickles High School Air 

Force Junior ROTC Color Guard presen-

tation and MCT member Karen Taylor 

singing the National Anthem.  She was 

awesome. 

 

As in past years, this show was held at 

Bill Currie Ford in connection with the 

Drive 4 UR Community event.  With a 

total of 154 cars registered, we had a 

great turnout.  We had representation 

from several other Mustang Clubs and we 

want to congratulate Wild Stallions Mus-

tang Team for winning the Club Partici-

pation trophy. 

 

This year we reached our goal of 300 laps 

at $60 per lap in record time. We raised 

$18,000 for charity from the drive.  Join 

me in thanking the sponsors who made 

the Drive 4 UR Community event possi-

ble:  Ford Motor Company, Bill Currie 

Ford, DeBartolo Family Foundation, Auto 

Trader, Venture Controls, All Phase Elec-

tric, Praxiom Management, Cars.com, 

Bar G Enterprises, Republic Bank, V 

Auto, ELeads, Spectrum, and Univi-

sion.  We also want to thank Lazyday’s 

RV, Phil Collie and Ford Garage for their 

contribution for the 50/50 and raffle.  We 

greatly appreciate our friends at Tijuana 

Flats for providing a free lunch to every-

one who took a lap around the dealer-

ship.  Thanks to everyone who completed 

a lap for charity! (continued on the next 

page) 

My goal next year is to tell the truth.  As a reporter, my job is to share my truth, not to worry about the out-

come of my work. The first goal of a reporter is to sit down and do the work of listening and then writing 

about what I hear, no matter how scary or hard it may be. Whenever I do this, I almost always create some-

thing better and more honest than worrying about “what will people think?” So, I will write what I see and 

hear and leave the results to my readers.  ‘Cause I’m listening … - Rumer Mills, Investigative Reporter 
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Out & About 

MCT’s Car Show (Cont’d) 

My goal next year is more in-depth interviews.  As a writer, I look for the story behind everyone I meet.  To 

me, everyone is a character, and their story is my novel.  Everyone has a story with a little bit of laughter, 

plenty of strength, a compelling history, and all sorts of things we can find sympathetic and memorable.  So, 

no matter how hard it may be, I’m going to pull a story out of everyone I meet.  No, I can’t think of a better 

way to get to know each other  … - Paige Turner, Reporter at Large    

We want to thank the Black Dagger Mili-

tary Hunt Club’s Dave Winters for coming 

out and providing an informative dis-

play.  Black Dagger Military Hunt Club is 

one of our charities of choice this year.  We 

also completed packet stuffing for Support 

the Troops.  These are care bags that will 

be sent overseas to members of the active 

military.  I want to thank everyone who 

took time to help with the packing of these 

care bags.  In addition to the Drive 4 UR 

Community event, we also generated 

$1,328 from the 50/50, Roll the Dice game, 

and Hot Dog sales.  This will go to the 

Black Dagger Military Hunt Club. 

 

My thanks to the Registration Team (Bob 

Perry, Chris Meyer), the Parking Team, 

Robbie Polo and crew) the 50/50 and Raf-

fle Team (Lucy and Jim Carroll and Scott 

Englert), the Judging Team (Mark Morley, 

Frank Cossota and team), Membership 

(Harry DePeppe), Safety and Security 

Team, Melinda Morales for doing the event 

program and layout, and our Car Show 

Chairman, Phil Bendishaw, for all the hard 

work.  We have submitted an article on the 

MCT car show to MCA Mustang Times 

and it is scheduled to be published in the 

February issue.  Thanks to everyone else 

who helped out. 

 

Last but not least, a very special thanks to 

Bill Currie Ford, Jennifer Currie, and Rob 

Henry for hosting this event at their dealer-

ship, and helping to make it such a success-

ful event.  We are lucky to have such an 

awesome club sponsor. 
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Out & About 

MCT’s Car Show (Cont’d) 

My goal next year is to write like I drive.  I’ll be a badass, funny and brave.  I’ll write about the drives that in-

spire me, knowing that the right audience will come along for the ride.  - Sally Ride, Traveling Reporter 



Out & About 
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The Road Trip ... 

(Article contributed by Mary Lou McCarty)  After leaving Thelma, my 

2017 4 cylinder turbo convertible, home for two weeks while Bob and I 

went to Alaska, I decided to take her on a road trip.  Bob and I stared out 

on Sept 26th, 2017 for a 3,500 mile, eight state, three week trip. 

 

First destination was Owensville, Ohio to visit my brother and go to the 

Pumpkin Run, a car show in its 42nd year hosting almost 3,000 cars. My 

brother shows his ’51 Chevy pick up but Fords (Mustangs), Chevy and 

Mopars were also well represented. 

 

Next stop was Michigan to visit 

more family and to watch my 

grandson play football at Wayne 

State University.  We saw many 

Mustangs on the way. 

 

Indiana was next.  We took a tour 

of Indianapolis Speedway Museum. 

It’s a must see! Highlight was a ride 

on the track! Bit slower by 200 mph 

than on race day!! Finished up at the Pagoda and kissed the bricks. Sorry 

no milk to drink! Later we went kart racing. Even though I was lapped a 

few times it was fun!  

 

Next stop was the North Country of St Louis Missouri. Stayed with 

Dave, one of Bob’s high school friends. Dave is the proud owner of a 

’47 Studebaker, ’10 Camaro, and a work in progress ’59 El Camino 

named the Winged Warrior. A tribute to veterans.  

It was a wonderful trip. Thelma per-

formed well. Average 29.9 miles to 

gallon and handled beautifully. 

Looking forward to another road trip 

with her. 

Article contributed by 

Mary Lou McCarty 

My goal next year is to learn at least one new thing.  I’ll take a class in something.  After all, the more things 

you know, the deeper your well of experience that you can draw upon when reporting.  My wife recommends I 

learn to dust without using my shirt sleeve … but I don’t see how that takes me to a higher intellectual level at 

all … nope, there has to be something else … - Rusty Sparks, Staff Mechanic   

Lou’s Show Car! 

Lou, kissing the ground! 

Bob and Lou 



Highlights 
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Here Tweety bird …! 

MCT Receives the  

Mustang Club of America  

Presidents Award! 
 

The Mustang Club of Tampa is proud to announce that we 

have again been awarded the Mustang Club of America 

(MCA)’s Presidents Award.  Congratulations on winning 

this the prestigious Award for outstanding achievement 

and devotion to the Mustang hobby, and service to the 

community for the year of 2016.   

 

Thanks to Harold Champion for submitting the documenta-

tion needed to receive this award.  As a Regional Club of the Club of America, for the past two years Harold 

has submit the application for the President’s Award with our achievements for the year.  We get points for 

the various accomplishments in the various categories required by MCA.   

 

Some of the point categories are: issuing a monthly Newsletter, doing parades, the number of MCA member-

ships within our club, article submittals for Mustang Times or Mustang.org, application for National MCA 

shows, sponsoring local MCA events, attending the National Judges meetings, attending MCA Board Meet-

ings or Summits, entering vehicles in National or Grand National Shows, sponsoring a Cruise Night, number 

of Gold Card Judges, and number of new MCA members.  For the last two year’s Harold Champion has 

been compiling the information for MCT which is needed to receive the President’s Award.  I want to thank 

Harold for taking on the responsibility and for compiling the information needed to receive the President’s 

Award. 

My goal for next year is to break some new rules.  I’ll write from my inner voice and depart from the norm.  I 

might get so excited I stop using commas.  Yes, I’ll do something that causes others, maybe even yourself, to 

feel slightly uncomfortable. But don’t worry; this isn’t a new style — it’s just an experiment … my chance to 

grow as a reporter.  So, I’ll just mess with the status quo, and see what happens.  It could be good, really 

good. Or maybe not. Regardless, you’ll learn something new about me ... Lupe Minute, Lifestyle Reporter 

When it comes to being a “big brother” to 

his “little” we can tell that Howie Taylor 

(an MCT Bad Boy, of course) likes to 

stick to what he does best.  Howie recently 

brought his “little” out with him for the 

CS4C Poker Run.  Naturally, Howie is 

teaching his “little” all his best qualities.  

Here they couldn’t resist posing next to 

fellow MCT Bad Boy Robbie Polo’s 

Shelby.  Of course, the good thing about 

Bad Boys … they understand, and forgive 

each other! 



Highlights 

www.gillisrestorations.com  
     727-847-7973  

Email:  rusty@gillisrestorations.com  

Gillis Restorations builds every car as if it were Rusty’s own. 

They are a one stop restoration shop. From rust repairs to turn 

key restorations, no job is too big or too small.  Let’s see what 

Rusty is up to this month ...  

I have had a lot of people wanting to see my 

Mustang II so it is time to get it finished. I 

have been using new parts off of other pro-

jects that plans were changed during the build 

and also buying some new parts as needed. I 

think it will be a fun car to drive and create a 

lot of attention since you don’t see them on 

the road anymore.  I took this in trade years ago toward some of the labor on a 

1965 Coupe we are restoring. I know a lot of people don’t like the Mustang II but 

it was needed at the time and a lot were sold. I have always liked them and my 

wife had a new one in 1974. This is how it looked when I got it. It was running but 

not very good and it had electrical problems. (See picture #1) 

This is how it looks now after a few modifications and painted SPI Orange. SPI 

had decided to stop making colors so I bought some leftover paint at a good price 

years ago. They decided to start making a few colors and this is now available. I 

traded labor for Chad’s new wheels and tires since he now needed wider tires since 

his fenders were flared on his 1966 Coupe. (See picture #2) 

The rear brakes also came off of Chad’s car he upgraded his 9” Currie rear end to 

Wilwood brakes. (See picture #3)  The front brakes came with the Rod & Custom 

front suspension we installed on my 1968 Coupe. We upgraded to Baer brakes and 

the story was featured in Modified Mustangs and Fords Magazine. The brakes are 

brand new just been sitting around a long time.  (See picture #4)  

I bought a new 1988 Lincoln LSC that I drove and later Brian had it. Unfortu-

nately I was in the middle of repainting it when I was hit right behind the driver’s 

door when someone ran a stop sign. It’s not worth fixing so I have decided to re-

move the 302 engine and transmission. I don’t want to run fuel injection so I or-

dered a new Edelbrock intake and Quick Fuel carburetor.  (See picture #5) 

Chad also upgraded his brakes and isn’t going to 

use this power brake booster and master cylinder. I 

order a new Wilwood Proportioning Valve. (See 

picture #6)  

(Rusty’s story continues next month…) 

The Rusty 
Report  
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#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 #6 

http://www.gillisrestorations.com
mailto:rusty@gillisrestorations.com
http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
C:/Users/Harry/Documents/Book Place
http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
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Attention all MCT Members:  It’s time to mark your calendars for our annual club holiday 

party!  Yes, December 10th, 2017, we will all turn into Santa’s Elves as we party at Bahama 

Breeze.  We ask that everyone bring an unwrapped gift which we will donate to children in 

need.  We will have a great setting with ocean views, three great dinner choices, dessert, and a 

“Red Mustang” Gift Exchange!  What is a “Red Mustang” Gift Exchange, you ask?  Well, 

you’ll have to flip your flier over for that explanation.  The flier has been distributed, so (in or-

der to help with our planning) please get your registration in ASAP.  Oh, and did I mention that 

all participants will receive a $10 gift card for their next visit to Bahama Breeze?!  You can’t 

beat that!! 



Features 

Members who would like to add your busi-

ness or service, which may be of interest to 

other members,  email your info to:  

newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Area Cruise-Ins 
Events are subject to change so  

always check with organizers.  

√ Every 1st Monday - Mustang Mondays, Biff 

Burger & Buffy’s BBQ, 6 to 9:30pm. 3939 49th 

St N. St Petersburg.  Info: 727-522-0088. Free 

event.  December meet is Toy Drive, bring a toy!  

More info on MCT facebook page. 

√ Every Tuesday Evening - WOW! 5:30-8:30pm.  

10902 N. Dale Mabry, free, open-to-all, trophies,  

50/50, music, Info: Jerry 813-780-1215.  

√ Every Friday - Citrus Park DQ Grill & Chill         

6-9pm  8410 Citrus Park Dr.  Music, door prizes 

& 50/50.  Free cone for the first 20 registered.  

Space limited to 45 cars. Info: Paul Figoni 813468

-027  

√ Every Friday - Pep Boys Speed Shop,  5-8pm  

10124 N. Florida Ave, open-to-all, drivers receive 

a hot dog & soda, door prizes, 10% discount on 

Phil Collie 

Internet Consultant 

Lazydays, The RV Authority 

Cell: 800-626-7800 

pcollie@lazydays.com 

 

John Underwood 

Custom Cabinetry 

U.S. Design & Mill, Inc. 

Cell: 813-854-2321 

USDM11@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Jeremy & Jessica Cianfrocca 

Auto Detailing 

Tampa Wax Slingers 

Ph:  813-409-2630 

jcianfrocca@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Fred Flesche 

Indoor Gun Range/Sales 

Shooting Sports Inc. 

Ph:  813-933-3000 

fjfnc@aim.com 

Rusty Gillis 

Automotive Restoration 

Gillis Performance  

Restorations 

Ph:  727-847-7973 

rusty@gillisrestorations.com 

 

Glenn Bornemann 

Auto Detailing Products 

Garage One   

Ph:  813-380-3773 

mustang62401@gmail.com 

 

Jose Chinchilla 

Autobody & Collision 

Full Metal Garage 

Ph:  813-217-5364 

fullmetalgarage.com 

 

 

 

store purchases, DJ Ed Cullins. Info: Joe 813-933-

2424.  

√ 1st Saturday - Dairy Queen, Lutz, 6-8:30pm.  

23671 FL-54, Lutz. All makes and models welcome.  

Food, ice cream, DJ music, raffles and face painting.  

Fun for whole family. Info: 813-949-8900, or email 

Dawn.c@inspiringservice.com. 

√ 2nd Saturday - NorthPointe Village, 5-8pm.  16506 

Pointe Village Dr, Lutz. Door prizes, oldies, music 

and 50/50. Info: Paul Figoni 813-468-0277  

√ 2nd Saturday - Breakfast & Coffee at Insty Tune.  

7am to 9am. 14783 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 

33618.       

√ Last Saturday - Cars & Coffee at Streetside Clas-

sics.  9am-12.  4610 Pet Lane, Lutz, FL. 150+ classic 

cars on display under one roof. 

Another great perk for  

Mustang Club of Tampa members, 

 who also join the National Club  
 

Mustang Club of America 
 
 
 
 
 

MCA members can take advantage of  

The Ford X-Plan  
 

Purchase a Mustang with a deep pricing 

discount, the process is both simple & 

rewarding.   
 

Don’t forget to make the dealer aware of your 

MCT membership for a $150 loyalty bonus to 

the Mustang Club of Tampa. See below for 

details. 

http://www.mustang.org/content.php/274-X-Plan-

Pricing-for-MCA-Members 
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Features 

√ Note: No MCT General Meeting in 

December.  

√ Dec 10—MCT’s Annual Christmas 

Party.  Mark your calendars.  This 

years party will be held at Bahama 

Breeze.  Fliers available. 

√ Dec 12  — MCT Board Meeting. 

Our next Board Meeting is scheduled 

for Tuesday, December 12th at 

6:45pm, in the room over the Bill 

Curie Ford showroom.  

√ Jan 23  — MCT General Meeting. 

Our next General meeting is sched-

uled for Tuesday, November 28th at 

6:45pm, in the room over the Bill 

Curie Ford showroom.  

 

(See MCT Website for fliers.) 

Car Shows - 
√ December 2 — Streetside 

Classics presents their Winter 

Car & Truck Show at 4610 Pet 

Lane, Ste 105, Lutz, FL.   This 

show is open to all years, 

makes and models.  141 total 

awards.  Club participation 

winner receives $100 so if you 

register, please note your club 

affiliation of MCT.  Entry fee is 

$20/$25.  For more information 

call 727-321-1211.  Show is 

from 8am to 3pm. 

√ December 9 — Mason 

Dixon’s Best of the Best Car 

Show at Reeves Import Mo-

torsports at the intersection of 

Fowler and Florida.  Open to all 

makes and models.  Limited 

VIP “reserved” spaces are $65.  

Mini Meet for all Mustangs.  

Show cars enter from Florida 

Ave, 11333 N. Florida Ave., 

Tampa, FL.   Easy online regis-

t r a t i o n  a t 

www.christmaswishtampa.com. 

√ December 16 — Quaker 

Steak & Lube Christmas Bene-

fit Open Car & Truck Show.  

Located at 10400 49th Street 

No., Pinellas Park, FL.  Entry 

fee is $15/$20.  To enter go to 

www.premiumcarshows.com.  

Come cruise with Santa and 

help him fill his sleigh with 

toys and food to benefit Metro-

politan Ministries.  Asking that 

all participants bring at least 

one new, unwrapped toy and 

five cans of food to brighten a 

child’s Christmas. 

√ January 13 — Boggy Bottom 

Auto Show 2018.  10am to 2pm. 

8407 Lupton Place, Plant City, FL 

33567.  $25 / $30.  Open to all 

years, makes and models.  This 

show is located in a beautiful 

country setting just south of Plant 

City.  Over 20 vendors, 50/50 and 

more space for show vehicles. 

Breakfast served from 8-10:30am 

and a BBQ lunch buffet is served 

from 11:30am-2pm.  Show car 

registration closes at 11am, then 

th e  p ro f es s io n a l  j ud g in g 

starts.  Registration includes 1 

BBQ buffet wristbands and addi-

tional wristbands can be purchased 

the day of the show as well as ala 

carte grill items.  Pre-registration 

is $25 before December 31, day of 

show is $30.  Email: jcian-

frocca@tampabay.rr.com. 

√ February 11 — 30th Annual Car 

Show Festival, presented by the 

Venice Reginal Chapter of the An-

tique Automobile Club of Amer-

ica.  To be held at Centennial Park 

in Historic Downtown Venice, FL.  

Pre-registration is $20.  Day of 

show is $25.  Pre-registration 

closes Feb 2nd.  For information 

contact Keith Lewis, Car Show 

C h a i r m a n  a t 

lewis133p@hotmail.com or 305-

345-0031. 

Other Noteworthy  

Activities - 
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Car Shows & Other Events 
Events are subject to change.   

Always check with organizers.   

* = Car Shows with Mustang classes. 

The Rust Bucket…  
by Rusty Sparks,  

Staff Mechanic 
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Features 

Club members, and the club, have special Loyalty 
Privileges at Bill Currie Ford.  Earn $$$, receive dis-
counts, and work with a dedicated team to assist you.  
Here is what we get in return: 
 

** $150 – Paid to the Club when a club member pur-
chases a vehicle 
 

** $150 – Paid to any Member who refers a friend to 
purchase a vehicle 
 

** 10% -- Discount for Parts and Service                                                                                                                         
 

A dedicated Mustang enthusiast at Bill Currie is as-
signed to assist you. 

Dealership Contact for MCT Members: 

Jim Carson, 813-872-5555, Ext. 1335  
 

To receive these benefits always introduce yourself as 
a member of Mustang Club of Tampa and present 
your membership card. If there are any questions con-
tact the club President, Frank Morales, at 
mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com or Jim 
Carson at the phone number listed above. Please give 
Bill Currie a try, and refer your friends.  Let us know if 
you make a purchase. 

Bill Currie Ford 

Referral Program 

$$$$ Benefits to Members of 

Mustang Club of Tampa provided 

by Bill Currie Ford! 

If purchasing a vehicle - present the voucher below 

with your membership card at the time of sale! 
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Snapshots 

The Pony Express 

(Continued from Page 1)   

 
Ken has been a Certified Regis-

tered Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA) 

for over thirty years.  Ken enjoys 

cars and electronics, and Robin 

enjoys animals and gardening. 

 

Ken’s first Mustang was a 1986 

SVO, which he showed for many years. It was on the cover of Mustang 

Monthly magazine years ago.   He later owned a 1987 LX 5.0 Coupe but 

both have been gone from the family stable for a while.  What he likes 

about the 2015 is that this year of Mustang has grown up.  His previous 

Mustangs were fun, but from 2015 and up they are still fun, but have matured.  Ken enjoys the nicer features 

available, and the much smoother vehicle.  Ken was a previous member of the Chattanooga Mustang Club, as 

well as a member of the National Organization.  He has held club office and supported his club by managing 

an activity.  He heard about MCT after acquiring his current Mustang, and joined the club in July of 2015.  He 

has always been a car nut and his dad was a Ford man all the time Ken grew up, so after his latest purchase 

Ken wanted to be part of the Mustang community here in Tampa.  Nowadays Ken enjoys fun trips taken in the 

Mustang and has driven all over, having 36,000+ miles, even though he has only had his Mustang for a little 

over two years.  He is interested in joining fellow MCT members for cruises and meets, car shows, and vari-

ous get togethers.   
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And coming Next Month …   Well, the resolutions of the Staff are in, what do you think?  Are there 

kind words and raises in their future?  I guess we will just have to see how they shape up in the New Year... 

 

Now as I look forward to 2018, the first thing I need to do is line up interesting articles for 2018 newsletters.  

So here is my Christmas wish:  If you have a new Mustang, or one that hasn’t been featured as Mustang of the 

Month … think of me.  If you are planning a road trip and want to share your adventures … think of Sally.  If 

you have a fun story or train of thought to share … think of Lupe.  If you have something worth investigating 

… think of Rumer (or just drop her a few hints, she’ll do the rest.)  If you are feeling mis-understood or under 

appreciated … think of Paige (she will be able to tell your story like nothing you’ll recognize!)  If you have 

learned something new and want to share … think of Rusty (although I’m not sure what he will do about it.)  

And if you want to share your own version of wisdom … think of Ada.  Oh yes, the Staff is geared up and 

ready to hear from you!  Till next year...- Melinda, Editor 

My goal next year is not to change at all.  I’ll continue to be the same honest, straightforward, and wise de-

light that my readers have come to know and love.  – Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 


