
M U S T A N G  C L U B  O F  T A M P A  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  

(Article by Steven Sock)  My name is Steven Sock.  My lovely wife is 

Maritza Lopez-Sock and we have three children between us.  I am cur-

rently on my second career as a trial attorney, for ten years now, han-

dling contract claims and disputes.  I still own every Mustang I’ve 

ever purchased.  The 1969 that I bought in my senior year of high 

school in 1988, a redfire 2007 Mustang GT Premium, and an oxford 

white 2017 Mustang GT Premium.  This month’s featured car is a 

1969 Mustang, called “rattle can black”, has a 302 motor (but VIN 

code originally an “S” code 390), C-4 automatic, Edlebrock 600CFM 

Performer carb.  

I worked every weekend through high school flipping burgers for 

about $50/week then, in the weeks prior to senior graduation in June 

1988, I bought the Gulfstream Aqua ‘69 Mustang in Woodbridge, Va.  

I was living in Springfield, VA at the time.  My parents were opposed 

to the idea and wanted me to take a “reliable,” 30 mpg, Toyota Tercel 

to college.  Needless to say, I bought the ’69 Mustang and made the 5-

hour drive up to school the day before classes were to start at Penn 

State.  When I was about two miles from the exit the motor blew in a 

big puff of white smoke that came pouring into the cabin.  An old 

truck driver gave me a lift to the next exit where I found a pay phone.  

(Continued on page 9) 
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A good friend is someone who thinks you are a good 

egg, even though they know you are half cracked! 
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Up Front 

A Note from your Editor... 

 Happy March fellow MCT members! 

 

Well it’s my favorite time of year.  Spring is in the 

air, and the big bunny day is just around the corner.  

So if this month’s edition celebrates some of my  

favorite things … (this is code for being a tad on the 

“girlie” side, as Frank likes to tell me) … please 

bare with me … Father’s day will show up soon 

enough and  I promise to give you Mustang Men 

plenty of Man Cave thingy’s. 

 

I want to thank Steve Sock for telling us about his 

Mustang, and his Mustang story.  I need contribu-

tors for upcoming Mustang of the Month articles, so 

if you are interested in seeing your Mustang fea-

tured please contact me. 

 

Lastly, the most important thing I want to point out 

this month is for everyone to take a look at page 14, 

our Calendar of Upcoming Events, and make note 

of all the activities MCT has scheduled throughout 

the year.  There should be something, or plenty, for 

everyone so I hope to see you at an event soon.  Un-

til then, happy reading ... - Melinda 

Mark Morley (PP) 

Chris Meyer (PP) 

Bob Perry 

Brandon Pacifica 

(Facebook) 

Robbie Polo  

(Cruise Director) 

 

Lucy Carroll 

Jim Carroll 

Harold Champion 

(MCA Regional Director) 

Phil Collie 

Scott Englert 

Rusty Gillis 

Board Members... 

 Facebook Friends of the MCT is now up to:      

2,544!    

Make sure you check us out on Facebook!  Many 

thanks to Brandon Pacifica for keeping the club’s 

Facebook page up to date and 

interesting.    

Officers... 
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The Pony Express 
Melinda Morales, Editor 

(Email: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com) 
 

Newsletter Staff: 

Lupe Minute………. Lifestyle Reporter 

Rumer Mills……….. Investigative Reporter 

Sally Ride...……….. Traveling Reporter 

Paige Turner..…….. Reporter At Large 

Rusty Sparks……... Staff Mechanic 

Ada Sage…………… Staff Philosopher 

 

Thanks to our contributors this month:   

Frank Morales, Harry DePeppe, Rusty Gillis, 

and Steve Sock 

President ………..………  Frank Morales 

Executive VP ………..………  Frank Cossota (PP) 

Treasurer ………..………  Kevin Riley (PP) 

Secretary ………..………  Mary Lou McCarty 

Membership ………..………  Harry DePeppe 

Newsletter ………..………  Melinda Morales 

Thanks to our  

Club Leaders! 

PP = Past President 

Not a member? Thinking of applying for 

membership?  Ownership of a Mustang is not 

required, just an enthusiasm for the model.  

Go to  http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/   

Or  e-mail the Membership Director 

membership@mustangcluboftampa.com 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/123164227818/
http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/
mailto:membership@mustangcluboftampa.com


President’s... 
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Hi MCT Members and Friends.   As 

I’m writing this message I’m looking 

forward to the busy weekend I’ll 

have at the NMRA (National Mustang 

Racers Association) on Saturday, 

March 2 and Sunday, March 3.  This will 

be my third year attending.  This event was 

one of my first events that I attended when I moved to 

Tampa three years ago, and is a favorite.  Fans and 

racers alike wait all winter for this event to take place, 

and it’s just awesome.  I’m always telling my old 

friends in California about the amount of Mustang’s 

participating in the show and in the races.  It’s Mus-

tang heaven for any Mustang enthusiast.  

As I mentioned in my last President’s message, our 

2018 Board of Directors has been working and plan-

ning our activities for 2018.  Well on February 13 we 

had a MCT Board meeting and finalized the various 

activities.  It all starts next weekend on Saturday, 

March 10th with a Cruise to Ford’s Garage in Wesley 

Chapel.  Please refer to the Cruise flyer I emailed for 

additional info and please RSVP to Robbie as he 

needs a head count for the restaurant.  We also have 

scheduled a Club picnic at Phillippe Park on Sunday, 

April 8th. This will be an old fashion style picnic with 

games and BBQ hamburgers and hot dogs.  I’ll be 

emailing a flyer with additional information soon.  

Again, please look at our 2018 activities schedule as 

we have planned an activity for each month.  I hope 

that most of you can support us by attending these 

events.  We want to thank our MCT Board for making 

this possible, Melinda Morales for generating all the 

activity flyers, and Robbie Polo for organizing the 

Cruise events throughout the year.  Great job team.     

On another note, for those of you that are members of 

the Mustang Club of America and receive the Mustang 

Times, take a look at pages 54 and 55 of the February 

issue, which has an article on MCT’s 36th Annual 

Mustang, Shelby and Ford Roundup car show.    

If you didn’t attend our MCT General Meeting on 

Tuesday, February 27th you missed out on Pizza and a 

great meeting.  We had Gordon Marks, 

from Marks Air, share with our members 

his experience and knowledge of automo-

tive air conditioning systems.  Members 

took the opportunity to ask Mark various 

questions on the different systems available 

and their efficiency.  It was a good question and 

answer presentation by Mark.  I want to thank Mark 

for taking the time to share his business knowledge 

and experience with MCT members.  I also want to 

thank Frank Cassota for making the arrangements and 

stepping up to coordinate our monthly Guest Speak-

ers.  On a sad note for MCT, Kevin Riley, our Treas-

urer and Past President, is retiring and moving to Ari-

zona. We are happy for Kevin, as he starts a new chap-

ter in his life, but MCT will miss Kevin as he has been 

very supportive and has dedicated years to the success 

of the Club.  This leaves us with a position to fill so if 

you are interested in stepping up as Treasurer, please 

contact me ASAP. 

As for upcoming events, Suncoast Mustang Club is 

hosting the 31st Annual Mustang, Shelby, Ford Car 

Show at Pinellas Park Performing Arts Center on Sat-

urday, March 17th.  Pre-registration must be post-

marked by March 9th.  Only Pre-registered cars will be 

judged.  For additional information or to register, 

please visit Suncoast Mustang Club website at 

www.suncoastmustangclub.com.  Also, On Saturday, 

March 24th is the Medical Center of Trinity 5th Annual 

Start Your Engines Car Show.  Registration is from 

8am –10am day of show.  For additional info, call Don 

at (727) 514-0500.   

In closing, I would like to encourage all of you to at-

tend our next general meetings or activities to show 

your support for our Club, as our Board is working 

very hard to make this year a fun year for MCT.  So 

stay tuned as I don’t want you to miss out on any of 

the fun!  

Best regards, 

Frank Morales, MCT President 

president@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Up Front 

...Message 

I saw a six foot Bunny at the mall the other day.  Either it’s almost 

Easter, or my doctor messed up my meds again... — Ada Sage, Staff 

http://www.suncoastmustangclub.com
mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT News 

Our total membership 

is 170 families, 

288 total members!  

Welcome to Our  
Newest MCT Members... 

Steve & Maritza Sock  ‘69 Mustang F-Back & 

    ‘07 Mustang GT & 

    ‘17 Mustang GT 

Kristen Martin   ‘17 Mustang Conv. 

Eric & Candi Quirk  ‘15 Mustang Fastback 

Frank & Betty Torrens ‘67 Mustang Coupe 

Vince & Linda Caruso ‘13 Shelby GT500 

Michael Bellomo  ‘15 Mustang GT 

Tucker Thiede   ‘06 Mustang 

Hugh & Jean Preacher ‘69 T5 Coupe 

Anthony Felitti  ‘88 Mustang Foxbody 

Jonathan &  

Rebecca Campagna    ‘65 Mustang Coupe 

Mark & Marla Ervin  ‘17 Mustang Coupe 

Daniel & Arlene Evans ‘18 Mustang Conv. 

Mario Ocasio/Barbara Aviles  ‘01 Mustang Coupe 

Nicholas Vicario  ‘16 Mustang Conv. 

Mark & Rosemarie Bruckner  ‘14 Mustang GT 

Jayne Alford/Conrado Ramos  ‘15 Mustang Coupe 

Welcome to our newest club members!  We look forward to having you join 

us at our next club meeting or event!  

The 2020 Ford Mustang Shelby GT500 ... 

The Shelby GT500—an insanely powerful version of the Mustang pony car—bowed out when the new gen-

eration car launched for 2015. But now it has returned starting in 2019 as a 2020 model year, and it’s set to 

be the most powerful street-legal Ford ever with over 700 horsepower. 

The Ford Mustang has been losing the horsepower wars handily in recent years, with cross-town rival Dodge 

offering two engines above 700 horsepower and 600 lb-ft of torque in its Challenger, and Chevrolet plopping 

a 650-horsepower, 650 lb-ft supercharged V8 into its Camaro ZL1. 

The blue oval’s most muscular pony car offering, the track-oriented GT350R, meanwhile, has been making 

do with 526 horsepower and 429 lb-ft out of its naturally aspirated 5.2-liter V8. But now, there’s a new 

GT500, and let’s just get to the point: Ford’s teaser notes that their new fastback coupe makes over 700 

horsepower.  

A leaked photo on Instagram showed a supercharged version of the GT350's 5.2-liter V8 under the new 

Shelby GT500's hood, although a Ford representative would not confirm any engine details at this time be-

yond the fact that it’s a supercharged V8.  

While we don’t have too many details yet, we are glad that Ford confirmed 

that such a burnout machine is heading to production in 2019. Here’s hop-

ing that “over 700 horsepower” is teaser code for “over 707 horsepower,” 

if for no other reason than to kick off a wholly amusing modern muscle 

horsepower war with the Dodge Hellcat. 

Better start saving your pennies …  



Highlights 
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On February 24th, 2018 a group of MCT members met up to caravan to the Mustangs and Mustangs Legends 

… Havin’ Fun Car Show.  This Mustang Car Show is hosted by the Imperial Mustang Club of Polk County 

Florida and was located at the Lakeland Linder Airport in Lakeland.  In addition to the car show, those in at-

tendance were able to enjoy the Carlisle Winter Fest activities including a huge swap meet and a car auction.  

Special thanks to Chris Meyer for organizing and leading our caravan into the show!   —by Melinda Morales 

Mustangs and Mustangs Legends … Havin’ fun! 

And the Winners … Vicki Wright, Chris Meyer, and Harold Champion!  Congratulations!! 



Highlights 
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Mustangs and Mustangs Legends … Havin’ fun! (cont’d) 

Swap Meet 

Car Auction 

Easter Egg Hunts are proof your children can find things when they 

really want to. — Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 



Highlights 
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(Article contributed by Rusty Gillis) 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

February 14, 2018 (Santa Ana, CA) - ProMedia 

Events has been selected to host the 50th Anni-

versary Ford Performance Parts Cobra Jet Re-

union at its NMCA All-American Nationals 

event at Summit Motorsports Park in Norwalk, 

Ohio, August 23-26, 2018. Presented by Tasca 

Ford and TascaParts.com, this once-in-a-

lifetime special event is open to all Ford vehi-

cles powered by the iconic Cobra Jet engine 

combination. Cobra Jet vehicles, including 

Mustangs, Fairlanes, Cougars, Torinos, Cy-

clones/Montegos, and Rancheros (all tributes/clones permitted), will invade the Buckeye State 

in celebration of their legacy from 1968 to present, with activities that include a huge car 

show, drag race, invited celebrities, and a special celebration dinner for owners, media, and 

fans. 

“NMCA is thrilled to be a big part of Cobra Jet’s 50th anniversary celebration,” said Steve 

Wolcott president and CEO of the National Muscle Car Association. “Cobra Jet’s iconic plat-

form is the predecessor to today’s Detroit factory-built racecar programs that add to the ex-

citement of NMCA series events.”  

Billed as America’s Racetrack, Summit Motorsports Park is the premier national event drag 

race facility in the U.S. with massive paved pits, perfectly manicured car show grass, and 

amenities second to none. Situated just outside of Sandusky, Ohio, the Cobra Jet Reunion’s 

location provides participants and fans eager for extra vacation activities access to numerous 

water parks, golf, and other special amenities. This special event takes place the weekend af-

ter the world-famous Woodward Dream Cruise in Detroit and one week before the NHRA 

U.S. Nationals in Indy, setting the stage for the ultimate motorsport road trip. 

Partnering with Ford Performance Parts to celebrate Cobra Jet’s golden anniversary, NMCA 

has secured support from influential organizations that include the Mustang Club of America, 

Mustang Times, the 428 Cobra Jet Registry, the Fairlane Club of America, the Cougar Club 

of America, the Galaxie Club of America, select rare Cobra Jet vehicle owners and collectors, 

and a group of influential Cobra Jet owners responsible for the 40th anniversary event.  

“All of us at Ford Performance Parts are excited to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Cobra 

Jet,” said Doug White, Global Performance Parts Manager. “From the time Cobra Jet Mus-

tangs dominated at the 1968 NHRA Winternationals right out of the box, to taking over the 

streets later that year in production Mustangs, all the way to modern-day Cobra Jet racers re-

turning to NHRA victory lanes beginning in 2009, the name ‘Cobra Jet’ has helped define 

what Ford Performance is all about. Now 50 years after it first made waves both at the drag 

strip and on Main Street, Cobra Jet remains known for putting the ‘muscle’ in Ford’s muscle 

car legacy. (Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 7) 

 

For that reason, the 50th Anniversary Cobra Jet Reunion at Summit Motorsports Park is truly a 

“must attend” event for all Ford enthusiasts.” Only 90 miles south of Dearborn, Michigan, the 

Cobra Jet Reunion will provide access to many Motor City celebrities and dignitaries eager to 

be a part of this golden anniversary.   

Ford historians and enthusiasts understand the unique connection Tasca Ford and Bob Tasca, 

Sr. played in the development and promotion of the Cobra Jet platform. As presenting sponsor 

of the Cobra Jet Reunion, Tasca Ford and the entire Tasca family will personally participate 

with the event. “I was there in ’68 to witness the original Cobra Jets run in Pomona and I look 

forward to racing my modern Cobra Jet at this golden anniversary event,” said Carl Tasca of 

Tasca Ford and current NMCA Factory Super Cars competitor. “50 years later I’m proud to say 

that Tasca Ford is still selling Fords, racing Cobra Jets, and marketing Ford OEM parts through 

our TascaParts.com platform that serves Mustang & Ford enthusiasts around the world.” 

The Cobra Jet Reunion starts on Thursday, August 23, as car show and drag race competitors 

roll into Summit Motorsports Park. Drag racers will be treated to a Thursday Test & Tune and 

car show competitors will be placed in their pre-reserved parking areas. Friday, the fangs come 

out as more show participants fill up the green grass with a sea of colors and chrome. Drag rac-

ers will qualify for Saturday’s modern and vintage Cobra Jet Showdown classes, presented by 

Diversified Products Marketing. Friday evening features a once-in-a-lifetime Ford Performance 

Cobra Jet Reunion Celebration Dinner at the Sawmill Creek Resort, where Cobra Jet owners 

and fans will rub elbows with a “who’s who” of Cobra Jet royalty. The dinner, presented by 

Tasca Ford, will be hosted by NHRA announcer and TV commentator Brian Lohnes, and fea-

ture guest speakers, video and slide show presentations, and much more.  

On Saturday, August 25th, the festivities goes into full swing as Editor’s Choice and Special 

Recognition awards are presented to car show participants, and modern and vintage Cobra Jet 

Showdown eliminations begin. Late Saturday, the winners of the Showdown classes will race 

each other for the right to be called the King of the Cobra Jets. Sunday, the big day in the car 

show area, features professionally judged class award presentations to the finest Cobra Jets in 

the world. 

Invited celebrity guests include (but are not limited to) the Tasca family, Bill Barr, Dean Greg-

son, Dave Lyle, Jerry Harvey, Al Joniec, Rusty Gillis, Barrie Poole, Don Fezell, Jacky Jones, 

Brian Wolfe, Brent Hajek, John Calvert, Roy Hill, Chuck Watson, Sr., numerous private collec-

tors with rare Cobra Jets, and many others. 

For more information on Ford Performance Parts visit http://performance.ford.com/parts; visit 

www.tascaparts.com for all of your Ford OEM parts needs; for more information on the 50th 

Anniversary Ford Performance Parts Cobra Jet Reunion, including car show classes & awards, 

drag race classes & rules, schedule of event, host hotel & celebration dinner information, pre-

purchase participant and fan credentials, and more visit www.CobraJetReunion.com or call 

(714) 444-2426. Pre-purchase required for Cobra Jet pre-reserved car show & drag race parking 

as well as Cobra Jet Celebration Dinner and luncheon admission passes. Visit 

https://www.powermallstore.com/collections/2018-cobra-jet-reunion to purchase your creden-

tials today! 
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Mustang of the Month (Continued from Page 1)   

After a tow to the local Ford dealership, a few weeks 

and most of my remaining savings (at a cost of 

$2,438.58 at that time), I had a rebuilt 302 motor in-

stalled.   I bought the ’69 when it was almost twenty 

years old (three years older than me at the time) 

against my parent’s advice about reliability, and al-

most immediately needed a new motor.  Not long after 

that I was making the trip home for Thanksgiving and 

was about a mile from home (thank God for good “bad 

luck”) when the transmission went out.  Fortunately, I 

had the receipt of the prior owner that fixed it under 

warranty. I also had other smaller issues (distributor, 

alternator, brakes, etc.), many of which I learned to fix 

on my own being a poor college student, but she got 

me through most of college and took a trip on the AutoTrain when I transferred to USF in 1990.   

A couple years later however, just prior to graduation, an uninsured driver rear-ended me crushing in the gas 

tank and disabling it from being drivable.  As a poor college student, I only carried collision insurance and 

was out of luck. I bought an inexpensive truck and rented a car carrier each time I moved to take the Mustang 

with me as I started my work life; unfortunately, this went on for about ten years, and leaving the Mustang 

outside in the weather was taking a toll far worse than I noticed.  I joke that I bought my house so my ’69 

Mustang could have a garage.  After having a garage to work in on evenings and weekends, I slowly begin the 

comeback process.  Without any experience in metal work or welding, but youthful determination, I took a cut 

off wheel to that crushed in taillight panel and installed a new reproduction piece.  I next replaced the gas tank 

and fuel lines all the way back to the carb and got it running again to discover the floors rusted away.  To my 

own amazement I managed to weld in new floor boards and so moved on to cutting and welding to eradicate 

the rust that had grown on the lower quarters, inside and outside, and lower doors and fenders.  Once I felt 

confident with that structural fix and excitement in getting it done, I took the challenge to re-wire the car from 

the headlights to taillights, installing relays and circuit breakers for the headlights, all new Autometer instru-

mentation, and a Painless Performance blade style fuse box. From there I continued with modifications for the 

thrill of driving, including lowering the seat pans and installing pedigree 2005 Mustang seats and a TCP rack 

and pinion steering rack.  

I’ve taken it to some shows, but I don’t know if it 

would be considered “show condition” to this day.  I 

enjoy driving but haven’t brought myself to the costs 

of a professional paint job.  When the Gulf Stream 

Aqua started to show wear back in 1990 I had it 

painted for $225 at Earl Sheib and it lasted fairly 

well but when I went to the rust repair work on the 

body panels I just repainted with Rustoleum automo-

tive spray paint (I can hear the cringes now) which 

buffed out fairly well but by no means is “show car” 

ready, but to me she’s a driver – to get it where it is 

today though has been a nearly thirty year process (I 

can’t believe it myself!)  (Continued on page 10) 
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For Sale— I have a complete Grill kit for a 67 

Mustang GT.  Includes all trim, horse and corral, 

etc.  $125 for all.  Call Mark @ 813-205-2953 

 

For Sale— 

For Sale -

  Tail lights off 

my 2011 Mus-

tang (left and 

right).   I have 

replaced my 

lights with 

Raxiom units; 

it is time to say farewell to the 2011 units.   Ex-

act replacements for 2010-2011- and 

2012.   $150.00 for the pair. If interested contact 

Jon Eshleman at: phone 616-540-6210 or e-mail  

at  jon.eshleman@sbcglobal.net.   Can deliver 

within 50 miles of Spring Hill. 

 

For MCT Members … Buy, Sell, and Trade  

For Sale— 5/16” tread 

a n d  T P M S . 

2 5 5 / 5 0 Z R 1 8  B F 

Goodrich g-Force 

Comp-2.  $400.  If in-

teres ted ,  contact 

Howie at  (813) 505-

4126 .  (See picture) 

 

For Sale— 4 factory 

wheel covers for a 1966 Mustang. These are the factory 

wheel covers with accessory spinners. These are good 

driver quality. They are not the wire style covers. $125.00 

for all 4.  Call Kevin Riley at 727-430-9545 if interested. 

 

MCT members looking to Buy, Sell, or Trade can post 

items here.  Our newsletter reaches all our members, 

sponsors and several other Mustang Clubs.  E-mail your 

photo & info to: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Mustang of the Month (Continued from 

Page 9)  My biggest thrill with the hobby has 

been in driving the Mustangs, so when I discov-

ered autocross I had to experience the ’69 on the 

course but I had four wheel manual drum 

brakes!  I upgraded the front drums to discs and 

a while later went back into the wheel wells to 

perform the shock tower reinforcement from the 

Boss 302 Chassis Modification book, and at the 

same time performed the Shelby drop and boxed 

in the lower control arms.  I also changed the 

springs to 1” drop 620 springs.  I later upgraded 

to a larger front sway bar and installed a rear 

sway bar.  The ride is now very stiff, but I think 

she handles great for a car her age on an auto-

cross.  I also relocated the battery to the trunk 

for better weight distribution and installed an 

electric fan to free up some power.  One of the only things I hadn’t touched in all these years was the rear-end 

and on the way home from a Bill Currie Ford show, two years ago, she started making a horrendous growling 

sound.  This I took to Gear Works in Clearwater and while they were at it I had it upgraded to Traction-Lok.  

Then most recently to continue the enjoyment of driving, I installed a Classic Auto Air Perfect Fit air condi-

tioning system and a power brake booster.  (Continued on page 16) 

Steven’s three Mustangs 

mailto:newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com


Features 

 

We have been busy installing the engine, 

transmission and wiring in Chad’s 1966 

restomod and installing the engine and trans-

mission in Steve’s 1969 Mach 1.   

 

Very carefully installing the 347 engine in 

Chad’s Mustang. (See picture #1.)  Holley elec-

tronic fuel injection and distributor. The red wires will be replaced with black 

Ford racing wires. As you can see Chad like a lot of bling! (See picture #2.)  

  

Chad had a set of valve covers that said Mustang on them but they would not 

clear the rocker arms on the aluminum Ford Racing heads. He also had an oval 

air cleaner but it won’t clear the hood so he found these from Ford Racing. 

(See picture #3.)  

  

We also installed the engine and TKO transmission in Steve’s 1969 Mach 1. 

We installed the engine first. (See picture #4.)  

  

The Modern Driveline external hydraulic clutch slave cylinder attaches to the 

bellhousing. (See picture #5.)  

  

The engine is too high in Steve’s Mustang and it needs to be lowered to get the 

correct driveline angle. We have adjustable motor mounts but the oil pan al-

most hits the Total Control Products rack now. TCP make different brackets to 

install a big block in a Mustang that lowers the rack. Once we get those we can 

lower the engine and everything should be okay. 

  

I have also finished wiring my 1969 Mustang race car and so far everything 

works. (See picture #6.)  
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The Rusty 
Report  

Gillis Restorations builds every car as if it were Rusty’s own. 

They are a one stop restoration shop. From rust repairs to turn 

key restorations, no job is too big or too small.  Let’s see what 

Rusty is up to this month ...  

www.gillisrestorations.com  
     727-847-7973  

Email:  rusty@gillisrestorations.com  

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

(Rusty’s story continues 

next month…) 

#6 

http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
C:/Users/Harry/Documents/Book Place
http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
http://www.gillisrestorations.com
mailto:rusty@gillisrestorations.com


Features 

Members who would like to add your busi-

ness or service, which may be of interest to 

other members,  email your info to:  

newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Area Cruise-Ins 
Events are subject to change so  

always check with organizers.  

√ Every 1st Monday - Mustang Mondays, Biff 

Burger & Buffy’s BBQ, 6 to 9:30pm. 3939 49th 

St N. St Petersburg.  Info: 727-522-0088. Free 

event.  December meet is Toy Drive, bring a toy!  

More info on MCT facebook page. 

√ Every Friday - Citrus Park DQ Grill & Chill         

6-9pm  8410 Citrus Park Dr.  Music, door prizes 

& 50/50.  Free cone for the first 20 registered.  

Space limited to 45 cars. Info: Paul Figoni 813468

-027  

√ Every Friday - Pep Boys Speed Shop,  5-8pm  

10124 N. Florida Ave, open-to-all, drivers receive 

a hot dog & soda, door prizes, 10% discount on 

store purchases, DJ Ed Cullins. Info: Joe 813-933-

2424.  

Phil Collie 

Internet Consultant 

Lazydays, The RV Authority 

Cell: 800-626-7800 

pcollie@lazydays.com 

 

John Underwood 

Custom Cabinetry 

U.S. Design & Mill, Inc. 

Cell: 813-854-2321 

USDM11@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Jeremy & Jessica Cianfrocca 

Auto Detailing 

Tampa Wax Slingers 

Ph:  813-409-2630 

jcianfrocca@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Fred Flesche 

Indoor Gun Range/Sales 

Shooting Sports Inc. 

Ph:  813-933-3000 

fjfnc@aim.com 

Rusty Gillis 

Automotive Restoration 

Gillis Performance  

Restorations 

Ph:  727-847-7973 

rusty@gillisrestorations.com 

 

Glenn Bornemann 

Auto Detailing Products 

Garage One   

Ph:  813-380-3773 

mustang62401@gmail.com 

 

Jose Chinchilla 

Autobody & Collision 

Full Metal Garage 

Ph:  813-217-5364 

fullmetalgarage.com 

 

 

 

√ 1st Saturday - Dairy Queen, Lutz, 6-8:30pm.  

23671 FL-54, Lutz. All makes and models welcome.  

Food, ice cream, DJ music, raffles and face painting.  

Fun for whole family. Info: 813-949-8900, or email 

Dawn.c@inspiringservice.com. 

√ 2nd Saturday - NorthPointe Village, 5-8pm.  16506 

Pointe Village Dr, Lutz. Door prizes, oldies, music 

and 50/50. Info: Paul Figoni 813-468-0277  

√ 2nd Saturday - Breakfast & Coffee at Insty Tune.  

7am to 9am. 14783 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 

33618.       

√ Last Saturday - Cars & Coffee at Streetside Clas-

sics.  9am-12.  4610 Pet Lane, Lutz, FL. 150+ classic 

cars on display under one roof. 

Another great perk for  

Mustang Club of Tampa members, 

 who also join the National Club  
 

Mustang Club of America 
 
 
 
 
 

MCA members can take advantage of  

The Ford X-Plan  
 

Purchase a Mustang with a deep pricing 

discount, the process is both simple & 

rewarding.   
 

Don’t forget to make the dealer aware of your 

MCT membership for a $150 loyalty bonus to 

the Mustang Club of Tampa. See below for 

details. 

http://www.mustang.org/content.php/274-X-Plan-

Pricing-for-MCA-Members 
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Features 

√ October 6 —  MCT Cruise to 

Ford’s Garage-Brandon.  

√ November 11 —  MCT’s Bill Cur-

rie Ford Car Show. 

√ December 9 —  MCT’s Annual 

Christmas Party. 

 

Other Noteworthy  

Activities - 
√ March 27th  — MCT General 

Meeting. Our next General Meeting 

is scheduled for Tuesday, March 27th 

at 6:30pm, in the room over the Bill 

Currie Ford showroom.  

√ April 10th  — MCT Board Meet-

ing. Our next Board Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 10th at 

6:30pm.  This meeting is for the 

Board of Directors only. 
 

(See MCT Website for fliers.) 

Car Shows - 
√ March 3-4 —  3rd Annual 

Spring Car & Truck Show pre-

sented by Streetside Classics.  

4610 Pet Lane, Ste 105, Lutz, 

FL.  Open show to all years, 

makes and models.  Registra-

tion $20/$25.  For info call 727-

321-1211. 

√ March 3-4 —  All Ford Car 

Show, part of the 24th Annual 

NMRA Spring Break Shootout.      

Will be held at Bradenton Mo-

torsports Park, Bradenton, FL.  

All years, all models of cars are 

welcome.  Full spectator and Pit 

access to heads-up drag racing.  

Vendor Midway and Swap 

Meet.  $30 for one day, $50 for 

two days.  Gates open at 8AM.  

For more info call Dave Farley 

at 949-784-9061. 

√ March 10 — MCT Cruise to 

Ford’s Garage-Wesley Chapel.  

√ March 11 — Everyday Bless-

ing Benefit Open Car & Truck 

Show at the Shops at Wire-

grass.  Free event T-Shirt, 

goodie bag, dash plaque to the 

first 100 registered vehicles.  

Entry $15/$20.  

√ *March 17 — Suncoast Mus-

tang Club presents its 31st An-

nual Mustang-Shelby-Ford 

Show at Country in the Park.  

8am-3pm.  Location is Pinellas 

Park Performing Arts Center, 

4951 78th Avenue North, Pinel-

las Park.  Only pre-registered 

cars will be judged.  Registra-

tion 8am-10am. Pre-registration 

$25.   

√ March 24 —  5th Annual Start 

Your Engines! Car Show at Medi-

cal Center of Trinity.  Located at 

9330 State Road 54, Trinity, FL. 

Registration 8am-10am; Registra-

tion day of show is $15. 

√ March 31 — 2018 Tierra Verde 

7th Annual Open Car & Truck 

Show.  Proceeds to benefit Eckerd 

College Search and Rescue Team.  

Located at 1110 Pinellas Bayway 

South, Tierra Verde, FL.  Taste of 

Tierra Verde, local restaurants, 

activities for kids, local vendors, 

music and more.  Entry $20/$25.  

For more information call 727-321

-1211. 

 √ April 8 —  MCT Picnic at Phil-

ippe Park. 

√ May 5 —  MCT’s “Cars for 

Kids” Car Show at Bill Currie 

Ford . 

√ June 9 —  MCT’s Bay 

Area Bridge Cruise 

√ July 14 —  MCT’s Ponies 

and Pins Bowling & Cruise 

t o  F o r d ’ s  G a r a g e -

Westchase. 

√ August 11 —  MCT’s Hot 

Shots and Mustangs shoot-

ing at the range and lunch. 

√ September 9 —  MCT’s 

Tampa Bay Automotive Mu-

seum tour. 
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Car Shows & Other Events 
Events are subject to change.   

Always check with organizers.   

MCT Events are in Italics 

The Rust Bucket…  
by Rusty Sparks,  Staff Mechanic 
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Features 

Club members, and the club, have special Loyalty 
Privileges at Bill Currie Ford.  Earn $$$, receive dis-
counts, and work with a dedicated team to assist you.  
Here is what we get in return: 
 

** $150 – Paid to the Club when a club member pur-
chases a vehicle 
 

** $150 – Paid to any Member who refers a friend to 
purchase a vehicle 
 

** 10% -- Discount for Parts and Service                                                                                                                         
 

A dedicated Mustang enthusiast at Bill Currie is as-
signed to assist you. 

Dealership Contact for MCT Members: 

Jim Carson, 813-872-5555, Ext. 1335  
 

To receive these benefits always introduce yourself as 
a member of Mustang Club of Tampa and present 
your membership card. If there are any questions con-
tact the club President, Frank Morales, at 
mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com or Jim 
Carson at the phone number listed above. Please give 
Bill Currie a try, and refer your friends.  Let us know if 
you make a purchase. 

Bill Currie Ford 

Referral Program 

$$$$ Benefits to Members of 

Mustang Club of Tampa provided 

by Bill Currie Ford! 
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If purchasing a vehicle - present the voucher below 

with your membership card at the time of sale! 

mailto:president@mustangcluboftamps.com


Snapshots 

The Pony Express 

(Continued from Page 10)  When I was a teenager I only 

had a superficial knowledge of the Mustang but always had 

an interest in performance cars (after seeing Smokey and 

the Bandit as a kid – which I know is not a Mustang). When 

I came into market as a teenager for a “performance” car, 

from the window of the school bus I happened to see a ‘69 

Mustang in the carport of a house.  I thought it looked phe-

nomenal.  I had to go to the bookstore in the mall to dis-

cover exactly what it was but from there I went to the clas-

sifieds and discovered such a Mustang was affordable - 

$1,800!  Since then, being an owner, I learned more and 

more over the years and am now a through and through 

“Mustang guy,” on my third one and have not gotten rid of 

any one of them. 

I first heard about MCT when someone left a card on my windshield many years back, like a decade or so 

back, and then a few years ago I made it to a show at Lazy Days on a spur of the moment after seeing a post-

ing about it while I happened to be out in Brandon.  I actually joined the club while at the Lazy Days show but 

let my membership lapse.  After the rear-end went out I went into a brief hibernation before I got everything 

back in order – plus Maritza and I had our wedding to plan if that’s an acceptable excuse.  Maritza and I are 

joined in faith and have joy in sharing the gospel message and giving counsel to any that request it – “For it is 

by grace you have been saved, through faith—and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God— not as a result 

of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9  NASB).  Imagine someone giving you a gift of a 1967 

Shelby GT350 simply out of love, would you accept it I ask?  God has given us a gift of eternal life and all we 

have to do is accept it. God doesn’t love us because we are good, but because He is good.  We are members at 

Bay Cities Fellowship in Oldsmar. I enjoy driving my Mustangs and have taken them to autocrosses and track 

day events at Sebring International Raceway and Daytona International Speedway. 

Maritza and I attended the Mustang 50th Birthday Celebration at Charlotte Motor Speedway and, on the way 

there, joined in the Mustangs Across America caravan in Atlanta.  I’ve also created a facebook page devoted 

to the work on the ‘69 that has gained worldwide following: https://www.facebook.com/MustangSteve69.   

We hope to be able to join in more events with the club and get to know everyone better.  As I said, what I 

love most about my Mustang is driving it.  In addition, as time passes and being fortunate enough to drive 

newer Mustangs as well, I enjoy being able to notice the changes technology has afforded us and appreciate 

more how it used to be for drivers of the past. 
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Two things I learned from the Easter Bunny; everyone is entitled to a bad hare 

day and some body parts should be floppy ... — Ada Sage, Staff Philosopher 

Reflections …    

February was a very tough month for me, as an Editor.  Being a Boss, when Valentine’s Day thoughts are in 

the air, and on Staffer minds, is nothing if not challenging.  In my defense, I started the month with a memo to 

the staff to remind them about proper work place behavior.  None the less, Lupe Minute managed to jump out 

of a Valentine’s Day cake at our monthly staff meeting.  That, naturally, led to a frosting fight between Rumer 

Mills and Paige Turner.  The only good thing about the month was when Ada Sage, finally at her limit with 

Rusty Sparks shooting toy arrows at everyone, grabbed his remaining arrows and broke them all in half.  Now 

that was funny.  Thank goodness February is behind us.  So what could go wrong in March? … oh no, Green 

Beer!!  Gotta go and write another memo to the staff ...   - Melinda, Editor 

Steve and Maritza’s Wedding Picture! 


