
M U S T A N G  C L U B  O F  T A M P A  O F F I C I A L  N E W S L E T T E R  

(Article by Melinda Morales)  This month we are pleased to feature 

Bob and Amy Slaney’s 2017 Mustang GT. Bob loves classic Ameri-

can muscle cars and has owned many over the years, including a 66 

Mustang GT.  In addition to his featured Mustang, he also owns a 

1967 Chevelle SS396. Those who know him, know that 1967 is his 

favorite model year for cars.  Bob replaced his 2016 Corvette with a 

2017 Mustang GT.  It has the GT Premium with Performance Package 

and Navigation. It also has 435HP 5.0 with 6-speed manual and 3:73 

rear gear. It’s Ruby Red and Bob absolutely loves it.  For obvious rea-

sons, he has named it Ruby.   He has already upgraded the exhaust 

with a Magnaflow X-pipe/resonator and Magnaflow axle back kits. 

 

Bob bought Ruby in late August or early September.  He had driven it 

earlier in August and decided that this car was what he wanted (even 

though two other dealers wanted his business).  He negotiated pricing 

and extras while on a trip to visit his son, prior to his son deploying.  

After quite a bit of back and forth and many, many phone calls, Bob 

and Amy put a deposit on the Mustang.   

 (Continued on page 20) 

Mustang of the Month: 
Bob Slaney’s 2017 Mustang GT 
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At Thanksgiving:  For family near and far, for friends old 

and new, for the gift of each new day, let us give thanks. 
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Up Front 

A Note from your Editor... 

 Happy November everyone!  This month we have 

plenty to spotlight … new members, great events, 

and plenty of upcoming activities.  I want to thank 

new members Bob Slaney and Joe Haynes for let-

ting me spotlight them in our Mustang of the Month 

and Member Spotlight feature articles.  I hope it 

gives you all the chance to get to know them both, 

so that when you meet them at our next event you 

can introduce yourself and make them feel welcome 

to our club.  Before I get to this month’s celebration, 

I want to remind everyone that the MCT Christmas 

Party flier has been sent out and I’m hoping to see 

everyone there!  Please get those registrations in 

ASAP! 
 

Now back to this Thanksgiving Edition.  In honor of 

the month of giving thanks, I’ve asked each of the 

Staff to tell us what they are grateful for.  They 

know that next month is annual performance re-

views, so hopefully they will be on their best behav-

ior.   One thing I know for sure, the entire staff 

wishes you all a great Thanksgiving with family and 

friends.  As we like to say at the Staff Thanksgiving 

luncheon … “Gobble till you Wobble!”  So until 

next time, happy reading! - Melinda 

Phil Collie 

Paul Strausbaugh 
(Facebook) 

Paul Hiley 

Robbie Polo  
(Cruise Director) 

Brandon Pacifica 
(Facebook) 

Rusty Gillis 

Joyce Bendishaw (PP) 

Mark Morley (PP) 

Chris Meyer (PP) 

Phil Bendishaw  
(Car Show Chairman) 

Bob Perry 

Lucy Carroll 

Jim Carroll 

Board Members... 

 Facebook Friends of the MCT is now up to:      

2,383!    

Make sure you check us out on Facebook!  Many 

thanks to Paul Strausbaugh for 

keeping the club’s Facebook page 

Officers... 
President ………..………  Frank Morales 

Executive VP ………..………  Frank Cossota (PP) 

Treasurer ………..………  Kevin Riley (PP) 

Secretary ………..………  Mary Lou McCarty 

Membership ………..………  Harry DePeppe 

Newsletter ………..………  Melinda Morales 
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The Pony Express 

Melinda Morales, Editor 

(Email: newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com) 
 

Newsletter Staff: 

Lupe Minute………. Lifestyle Reporter 

Rumer Mills……….. Investigative Reporter 

Sally Ride...……….. Traveling Reporter 

Paige Turner..…….. Reporter At Large 

Rusty Sparks……... Staff Mechanic 

Ada Sage…………… Staff Philosopher 

 

Thanks to our contributors this month:   

Frank Morales, Harry DePeppe, Rusty Gillis, 

Bob Slaney and Joe Hayes 
 

Not a member? Thinking of applying for 

membership?  Ownership of a Mustang is not 

required, just an enthusiasm for the model.  

Go to  http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/   

Or  e-mail the Membership Director 

Thanks to our  

Club Leaders! 
PP = Past President 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/123164227818/
http://www.mustangcluboftampa.com/membership/


President’s 
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Hi friends and members of the Mustang 

Club of Tampa! As I’m writing my 

President’s Message we are finaliz-

ing plans for our 36th Annual Mus-

tang, Shelby & Ford Roundup car 

show this Saturday, November 4th.  It’s 

crunch time and I hope to see you Saturday.  

Remember to join us even if you are not showing a 

car.  We need your help for the charity drive around 

the building.  For each drive, Ford and our various 

sponsors will donate money for our charities.    

Since this show is a week before Veterans Day, we 

have themed it in celebration of our Veterans.  This 

year we will be supporting the Black Dagger Military 

Hunt Club, Inc. and Support the Troops.  We are also 

getting a jump on the Christmas rush by collecting 

gifts for children, which will go to Toys for Tots.  If 

you could help us make Christmas special for the chil-

dren in need, we would appreciate it.  Lucy Carroll 

will be collecting the toys at the car show.   

Talking about Toys for Tots, Car Shows 4 Charity is 

doing a Poker Run & Cruise-In event on Saturday, 

November 18th in which part of the proceeds will 

benefit Toys for Tots.  For additional information con-

tact Suzann Painter or check our website for a flyer. 

As for Ponies for Puerto Rico, I want to thank the 

Mustang Community, and family and friends in 

Tampa that helped or donated items to help.  We are 

grateful for the response that we received from all the 

clubs, families and friends.  The Combat Veterans 

United Tampa, CAE and Oyster Bar of St. Pete im-

pressed us with loads of water, canned goods and sup-

plies.  Our motto was “Together We Make a Differ-

ence.”  So, if you donated to this drive, we greatly ap-

preciate your contribution.  And I want to extend my 

personal thanks to Jennifer Currie and Rob Henry at 

Bill Currie Ford for helping with this effort, and al-

lowing us to use their showroom as our 

collection point.  Bill Currie Ford is the 

best! 

As I have mentioned in the past, I’m try-

ing to have a Guest Speaker at all our 

monthly General Meetings.  Last month we 

had Dave Winters, President of Black Dagger Mili-

tary Hunt Club, a nonprofit organization helping 

wounded heroes heal their minds and bodies through 

shooting, hunting and fishing among other outdoor 

opportunities, through adaptive sports programs.  I 

want to thank Phil Bendishaw for making the arrange-

ments.  Please remember that I’m also looking for 

suggestions for future Guest Speakers, so if you have 

any connections or suggestion, please let me know.   

As for upcoming events, on December 10th, 2017 we 

will have our annual MCT Christmas Party.  This 

year’s venue will be Bahama Breeze.  We are excited 

about this new venue.  If you haven’t been to a Ba-

hama Breeze, they have great food, and this location 

has a beautiful view of the bay.  As a special treat, 

everyone that attends will receive a complementary 

$10 gift card for a future visit.  So, if you register for 

the Christmas Party at $15 per person, and then you 

use your $10 gift card at a later date, you are only out 

of pocket for $5.  I can’t think of a better deal!  So 

please get your registrations in early as we are limited 

on space.  See flier in this newsletter or on our website 

for additional information. 

In closing, I want to thank the Members, Officers and 

Board of Directors that are stepping up and are work-

ing hard for MCT.  

Best regards, 

Frank Morales, MCT President 

president@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Up Front 

Message... 

I’m grateful for my ability to hit the big note while I’m singing along to a song in my car.  I know I sound 

great because of all the attention I get from surrounding cars.  The looks, the hand gestures … yes, my voice 

is special.  In fact, I’m going to start singing at work to put a smile on my boss’s face.  I won’t even ask for  

compensation … it will just be my gift to her … in gratitude. 

—Lupe Minute, Lifestyle Reporter  

mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT News 

Our total membership 

is 152 families, 

260 total members!  

Welcome to Our  
Newest MCT Members... 

James & Cherie Ventola ‘11 GT Convertible 

Josue & Tracy Cabrera  ‘69 Mach1 

Phil Sillers & Lynda Warsaw  ‘12 Mustang Coupe 

Rob & Diane Edwards       ‘07 Shelby & ‘99  

    35th Anniv. Mustang 

Rick & Jeanne Hector            ‘94 SVT Cobra Pace Car 

Steve & Lynn Travis  ‘65 Mustang Coupe 

Jeff & Lolita Hoffman ‘01 SVT Cobra 

Christopher & Eileen Hicks ‘17 Shelby GT350 

Gaston Garces & Ashley Bass ‘10 Mustang 

MCT members looking to Buy, Sell, or Trade can post items 

here.  Our newsletter reaches all our members, sponsors and 

several other   Mustang Clubs.  E-mail your photo & info to:             

newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Buy, Sell, Trade … Here! 
For MCT Members 

For Sale—

MCT member 

C h r i s t o p h e r 

Sloan has an 

AEM cold air 

intake for a 

2015- 2017 

Mustang Eco-

Boost for sale.  

He is asking 

$150 o.b.o. 

These sell for 

$275 brand new. This setup was on his car for just under a year 

with approximately 8k miles on the item. All pieces still appear 

brand new and are still in the original box with the installation 

instructions. A picture of the intake on his car is shown here.  

For Sale— Call Kevin Riley at 727-430-

9545 for information on any of the below 

items: 

*4 factory wheel covers for a 1966 Mus-

tang. These are the factory wheel covers 

with accessory spinners. These are good 

driver quality. They are not the wire style 

covers. $125.00 for all 4. 

*I have an original spare tire from my one 

owner 1966 Mustang. This was the spare, 

and has never been mounted on a car. The 

tire is unused. The tire comes with a 4 lug 

steel wheel. Due to age, this is intended for 

display only. It is a 6.95 x 14 white side 

wall tire. $50.00. 

*I have approximately 20 years of Mustang 

Monthly magazines. They are in excellent 

condition. FREE but you must take them all. 

*I also have approximately 20 years of 

Mustang Times magazines. This is the offi-

cial magazine of the MCA.  They are in ex-

cellent condition. FREE but you must take 

them all. 

Rick & Shelley Nolan  ‘17 Mustang Coupe 

James & Darcy DeRusha ‘06 Mustang GT 

John McLaughlin  ‘17 Shelby R 

Ken & Robin Bidwell  ‘15 Mustang Fastback 

Drew Anklin & June Dawley ‘67 Coupe / ‘17 Fastback 

Andreh Alito   ‘65 & ‘16 Fastbacks 

Chris & Lee Reynolds  ‘66 Fastback 

Bob and Amy Slaney  ‘17 Coupe 

Welcome to our newest club members!  We look forward to having you join 

us at our next club meeting or event!  

mailto:newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com
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MCT News 

After last year, my sister refuses to cook Thanksgiving 

dinner for the family, so now the job has fallen to me.  

But I guess I deserve it.  You see last year I went to my 

sister’s house for the traditional holiday feast. Knowing 

how gullible my sister is, I decided to play a trick, and told my sister that she forgot something from the store 

and asked if she wouldn’t mind going out to get it.  When my sister left the house, I took the turkey out of the 

oven, removed the stuffing, stuffed a Cornish hen, and inserted it into the turkey, then re-stuffed the turkey.  I 

then placed the bird(s) back into the oven.  When it was time for dinner, my sister pulled the turkey out of the 

oven and proceeded to remove the stuffing. When her serving spoon hit something, she reached in and pulled 

out the little bird.  With a look of total shock on my face, I exclaimed, ‘Debbie, you’ve cooked a pregnant 

bird!’  At the reality of this horrifying news, my sister started to cry hysterically. It took the entire family al-

most two hours to convince her that turkeys lay eggs!  Yes, my sister is also a blond … and now I’m the cook. 

I’m thankful for people who are good for the sake of being good, with no external reward for their goodness. 

Like my boss, I’m thankful for her.  Just a good, good boss.  She makes me want to be better than I  

naturally am ...  - Rumer Mills, Investigative Reporter  

Member Spotlight on … Joe Hayes! 

This month we spotlight MCT member Joe Haynes.  Joe is married to 

Trish and they live in Seminole, FL with their two sons, Joey (who is 

twenty-three years old) and Brian (who is twenty-one years old).  Joe is a 

pharmacist and he works as a senior consultant for BD Cato, which is a 

company that offers a software solution used in hospital pharmacies. He 

has been practicing since 1994.  
 

Joe’s hobbies and interests are cars (obviously), road cycling, reading, 

Toastmasters (he has been a member for approximately eight years), 

bowling, movies, and video games.   A Toastmasters colleague of Joe’s 

happens to be a Corvette judge, so she was Joe’s inspiration for wanting 

to get more into the Mustang lifestyle.  Like his Toastmasters colleague, 

he wants to become proficient in judging.  The Mustang was introduced 

the year Joe was born, so it was fate that made Joe a Mustang enthusiast.  

He loves the longevity of the model, the aesthetics and mechanics of res-

toration.   
 

He currently owns a 2014 Mustang V-6 Premium, black.  He has up-

dated it with a cold air induction, a strut tower support, some interior 

chrome accents, and a set of Pypes cat-back exhaust.  He hasn’t given his Mustang a name yet, he just consid-

ers it his baby and hopes to have it for a long time. 
  
He heard about MCT through a Google search and he joined the club in June of 2016.  Two deciding factors in 

joining the club were the longevity of the club and its community outreach.  He looks forward to judging, get-

ting ideas for mods to his car, and participate in club meetings.  He would also like to learn to modify his car at 

some point.  Join us in welcoming Joe and Trish to MCT! (by Melinda Morales) 

The Mustang Ladies Corner 
By Lupe Minute, Lifestyle Reporter 



Highlights 
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Homecoming at JW Mitchell High School 

On Friday evening October 13th, 2017 twelve Mustang Club of 

Tampa members participated in the annual homecoming event for 

JW Mitchell High School in Trinity.   Since the school’s mascot is 

a Mustang, it is appropriate, and it was also a great opportunity for 

MCT to support this event while showcasing our club.  For our 

members, they proudly displayed their Mustangs under the bright 

lights of the football stadium.  The school was overwhelming in 

their appreciation and gratitude for our participation.  

Driving their convertible Mustangs were: Jim & Lucy Carroll, 

Frank Cossota, Harold Champion, Harry DePeppe, John & Dar-

lene Esposito, Dave Henson, Peter Hynes, Michael Logue & 

Tammi Rosen, Jerry & Lorraine May, Mark & Stephanie 

McGovern, Jon & Ginger Kueny, and Jim & Cherie Ventola. 

Meeting at a nearby parking lot, we staged everyone in a pre-

determined order for the short trip to the football field.  Pasco 

County Sheriff’s Deputies, in their cruisers, stopped the traffic 

light and escorted us (front and rear) onto the track of the stadium.   

After our arrival, drivers and spouses were generously treated to a 

hospitality tent with a great assortment of food and refreshments.  

Everyone had their Mustangs polished and ready.  At halftime, the 

young ladies that made up the Homecoming Court were driven 

around the field waving to their families and friends in the stands.  

You could literally feel the pride, not only from the teens but also 

from our members as well. 

The young men in their tuxes, assisted the young ladies into, and 

out of, the vehicles.  Dressed to the nines in their shimmering 

gowns, it was a spectacular sight that was transformed into great 

memories for these young teens and their families. Many thanks to 

all the members who took part. 

— Article contributed by Harry DePeppe  

I’m thankful for the human capacity to be thankful! What a truly beautiful trait it is. Think about the ugliness 

of ingratitude as a way to underscore the beauty of its opposite. I am indeed grateful for the art and gift of 

gratitude ... especially as exhibited by my boss.   - Ida Sage, Staff Philosopher 
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On October 14th through 16th, 2017 the Mustang Club of America (MCA) held a Regional Directors Meeting 

in Dallas, Texas.  The meeting started with a social gathering that included all of the Regional Directors and 

National Directors.  The gathering was followed by dinner, which allowed all of the Regional Directors to talk 

to the National Directors about what was going on in their regions.   
 

The following day MCA arranged for us to travel to Sam’s Pack Museum for our Summit.  As you can see by 

the first picture below, MCA provided a beautiful bus to transport us to the museum.  Once we arrived at the 

museum, it was hard to concentrate.  We were in awe of all the beautifully restored, concourse cars that were on 

display.  We were able to tour the facility and take plenty of pictures.  Once we all settled down we started the 

meeting with John Clor, Performance Communications for Ford.  He talked about Ford performance enthusiasts 

outreach.   
 

Then, much to our surprise, Aaron Shelby pulled up in a 2017 Ford GT!  This was a show (and meeting) stop-

per as everyone had to take pictures of his car and with Aaron.  Aaron talked about his days growing up with his 

grandfather, Carroll Shelby.  At first, he never thought anything special of his grandfather, but he thought it was 

odd that everyone asked his grandfather for an autograph.  It was only as he grew older that he realized who his 

grandfather was.  It was really good to hear Aaron’s experience growing up as a grandson of Carroll Shelby.  

The Summit was off to a great start. 
 

The next day we had the National Board of Directors meeting where the executives and various committees 

provided their reports.  The various clubs in attendance, who were award recipients, were also presented with 

their MCA President’s Award.  This is based on a point system for various categories.  I am happy to report that 

MCT is a recipient of the 2016 President’s Award.  I want to thank Harold Champion for taking the initiative of 

managing and submitting the MCA report that qualifies us for this award.  It was a very enjoyable and success-

ful trip and I’m happy to be part of the MCA Board of Directors.—Article contributed by Frank Morales 

Out & About 

MCA National Directors Summit 



Out & About 
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MCA National Directors Summit (Cont’d) 

I’m grateful for those times when someone asks for directions and I actually know the answer.  It kind of 

makes me feel heroic.  My boss sometimes needs help knowing where to go, and I’m always there to tell  

her – and I’m grateful to do so.  I’m a giver that way.   

- Sally Ride, Traveling Reporter   

Frank Morales with Aaron Shelby 

at the MCA Directors Meeting. 



Out & About 
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Ponies 4 Puerto Rico 

As a final follow-up to last month’s 

article, there are many of us who know 

and love the beautiful island of Puerto 

Rico.  Some of us grew up there, and 

still have family and friends there.  So, 

when Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico 

a group of us were horrified to see the 

devastation it caused to the Island.  Our 

family members, friends and the resi-

dents of the island were left without 

water, electricity and a place to buy food.  Therefore, a few of us felt we had to do something to help.  So, we 

got together to establish a Hurricane drive to assist those who were, and are, in such desperate need.  The result 

was “Ponies for Puerto Rico.”  The drive was held September 30th through October 8th and collected items for 

the victims.  We collected personal care items, first aid items canned goods, clothes, kid’s items, pet supplies, 

cleaning supplies and miscellaneous supplies like batteries and flash lights.  Bill Currie Ford in Tampa, Florida 

agreed to help as a collection point.  On Sunday, September 30th the Mustang Club of Tampa and Wild Stallions 

started accepting donations of miscellaneous items for the cause. On October 2nd Pony-Up collected donations 

from Suncoast Mustang and six other Clubs. We continued to spread the word across the Mustang community, 

friends, families, and business contacts.  As a result, we filled a 26’ U-Haul truck full of items for Puerto Rico. 

 

I want to thank John & Darlene Esposito, Ramon & Marilu Martinez, Melinda Morales, Cynthia Biondi, Oyster 

Bar, Combat Veterans United Tampa, CAE, Bill Currie Ford, and everyone who helped to make this effort so 

successful.  It’s amazing what a “can do” attitude can accomplish.  Thank you for making a difference when it 

counts most.—Article contributed by Frank Morales 



Out & About 
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Lake Mirror Auto Show 

On October 21st, 2017 the Lakeland Auto Show, at Lake Mirror, was held.  This event is well known with all 

the specialty cars.  It’s a beautiful location, plenty of cars to see, shops, and places to eat.  This year the 

weather was perfect.  The Mustangs had a great spot next to the lake and a few MCT members were in atten-

dance.   Congratulations to all the ribbon winners! 



Out & About 
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Lake Mirror Auto Show (Cont’d) 

I’m grateful for grumpiness.  For centuries, grumpy men have done great things for human relations.  

Grumpiness creates movements that change lives and builds muscle and mind and character.  This month I’m 

going to be grumpier than normal, all for the boss’s sake …  

I can tell she needs a little help with character building … and I’ll be there for her.  

- Rusty Sparks, Staff Mechanic  



Highlights 
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Wiregrass Car & Truck Show 

On October 22nd, 2017 the Shops at Wiregrass 

held another of their 2017 series Car and Truck 

Shows. This event was one of two make-up 

shows for those who had registered for the 9/10 

Car Show, which was cancelled due to the Hurri-

cane.  

It was a good day for sitting out with fellow 

MCT members and friends, enjoying the shops, 

finding a lot to laugh about and taking time for a 

great lunch.  For me it was a weekend full of 

Mustangs and Car Shows.  It doesn’t get any bet-

ter than that! - Contributed by Frank Morales 



Highlights 
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Nature Coast Car Show 

I’m thankful, blessed, and mashed potato obsessed.  Mashed potatoes are great for food fights.   

My boss just asked me what I was bringing to the office potluck.   

I just said, “A really big bowl of mashed potatoes.”  And then I smiled.  

- Paige Turner, Reporter at Large 

On October 7th, 2017 eight MCT Mustangs cruised to the 8th Annual Nature Coast Car Show.   There we met 

several other MCT members, most of whom won awards.  The show, held at Nick Nicholas Ford in Inverness, 

is one of the highlights of the car show year.  The weather held off, it was hot but the auto showroom offered a 

respite from the heat.  All in all, a very satisfying day.  The scenic cruise home was icing on the cake.  

— Article contributed by Harry DePeppe  

Happy 

Turkey 

Day! Here Tweety bird …! 



Highlights 

www.gillisrestorations.com  
     727-847-7973  

Email:  rusty@gillisrestorations.com  

Gillis Restorations builds every car as if it were Rusty’s own. 

They are a one stop restoration shop. From rust repairs to turn 

key restorations, no job is too big or too small.  Let’s see what 

Rusty is up to this month ...  

Chad bought Torque Thrust wheels 

and 215/45/17 tires on 7” wheels for 

the front and 255/40/17 tires on 8” 

wheels for the rear for his 1966 

Restomod before we started working 

on it. After finishing the rust repair 

and flaring the wheel wells the tires 

are too small so I made a deal with him 

and will use them on my 1978 Mustang II.  (See picture #1)  After a lot of 

measuring I told him to get 8” x 17” wheels with 4.5” back spacing for the 

front and 9.5” x 17” with 5” back spacing for the rear. He checked, and 

the Torque Trust wheels had to be custom made to get the correct offset 

and would cost over twice as much. On my way to work I had an idea that 

maybe the wheels that Steve Osborne had for his 1969 Mach 1 would look 

good on Chad’s car. Brian put one on and I thought they looked great. 

(See picture #2) 

  

Steve’s wheels are 17” and they don’t make one 9.5” wide but they do 

make the right offsets in an 18” wheel so during our Tuesday night meet-

ing I get an email from Chad saying he bought the wheels and tires. (See 

picture #3) Chad also bought LED lights from http://

www.vintageleds.com/. I had never heard of them but was very impressed 

with the quality so I thought I would pass it on to you. I will be getting 

some for my 1968 coupe. (See picture #4)  Close up in a 1966 taillight. 

(See picture #5)  Chad’s taillights are recessed and when installed you 

can’t see any of the writing and all you will see is the LED lights but you 

don’t see all the individual lights when you turn them on. (See picture #6) 

 

(Rusty’s story continues next 

month…) 

The Rusty 
Report  

The Pony Express Page 14 
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http://www.gillisrestorations.com
mailto:rusty@gillisrestorations.com
http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
http://www.vintageleds.com/
http://www.vintageleds.com/
C:/Users/Harry/Documents/Book Place
http://www.gillisrestorations.com/
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Attention all MCT Members:  It’s time to mark your calendars for our annual club holiday 

party!  Yes, December 10th, 2017, we will all turn into Santa’s Elves as we party at Bahama 

Breeze.  We ask that everyone bring an unwrapped gift which we will donate to children in 

need.  We will have a great setting with ocean views, three great dinner choices, dessert, and a 

“Red Mustang” Gift Exchange!  What is a “Red Mustang” Gift Exchange, you ask?  Well, 

you’ll have to flip your flier over for that explanation.  The flier has been distributed, so (in or-

der to help with our planning) please get your registration in ASAP.  Oh, and did I mention that 

all participants will receive a $10 gift card for their next visit to Bahama Breeze?!  You can’t 

beat that!! 



Features 

Members who would like to add your busi-

ness or service, which may be of interest to 

other members,  email your info to:  

newsletter@mustangcluboftampa.com 

Area Cruise-Ins 
Events are subject to change so  

always check with organizers.  

√ Every 1st Monday - Mustang Mondays, Biff 

Burger & Buffy’s BBQ, 6 to 9:30pm. 3939 49th 

St N. St Petersburg.  Info: 727-522-0088. Free 

event.  December meet is Toy Drive, bring a toy!  

More info on MCT facebook page. 

√ Every Tuesday Evening - WOW! 5:30-8:30pm.  

10902 N. Dale Mabry, free, open-to-all, trophies,  

50/50, music, Info: Jerry 813-780-1215.  

√ Every Friday - Citrus Park DQ Grill & Chill         

6-9pm  8410 Citrus Park Dr.  Music, door prizes 

& 50/50.  Free cone for the first 20 registered.  

Space limited to 45 cars. Info: Paul Figoni 813468

-027  

√ Every Friday - Pep Boys Speed Shop,  5-8pm  

10124 N. Florida Ave, open-to-all, drivers receive 

a hot dog & soda, door prizes, 10% discount on 

Phil Collie 

Internet Consultant 

Lazydays, The RV Authority 

Cell: 800-626-7800 

pcollie@lazydays.com 

 

John Underwood 

Custom Cabinetry 

U.S. Design & Mill, Inc. 

Cell: 813-854-2321 

USDM11@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Jeremy & Jessica Cianfrocca 

Auto Detailing 

Tampa Wax Slingers 

Ph:  813-409-2630 

jcianfrocca@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Fred Flesche 

Indoor Gun Range/Sales 

Shooting Sports Inc. 

Ph:  813-933-3000 

fjfnc@aim.com 

Rusty Gillis 

Automotive Restoration 

Gillis Performance  

Restorations 

Ph:  727-847-7973 

rusty@gillisrestorations.com 

 

Glenn Bornemann 

Auto Detailing Products 

Garage One   

Ph:  813-380-3773 

mustang62401@gmail.com 

 

Jose Chinchilla 

Autobody & Collision 

Full Metal Garage 

Ph:  813-217-5364 

fullmetalgarage.com 

 

 

 

store purchases, DJ Ed Cullins. Info: Joe 813-933-

2424.  

√ 1st Saturday - Dairy Queen, Lutz, 6-8:30pm.  

23671 FL-54, Lutz. All makes and models welcome.  

Food, ice cream, DJ music, raffles and face painting.  

Fun for whole family. Info: 813-949-8900, or email 

Dawn.c@inspiringservice.com. 

√ 2nd Saturday - NorthPointe Village, 5-8pm.  16506 

Pointe Village Dr, Lutz. Door prizes, oldies, music 

and 50/50. Info: Paul Figoni 813-468-0277  

√ 2nd Saturday - Breakfast & Coffee at Insty Tune.  

7am to 9am. 14783 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Tampa, FL 

33618.       

√ Last Saturday - Cars & Coffee at Streetside Clas-

sics.  9am-12.  4610 Pet Lane, Lutz, FL. 150+ classic 

cars on display under one roof. 

Another great perk for  

Mustang Club of Tampa members, 

 who also join the National Club  
 

Mustang Club of America 
 
 
 
 
 

MCA members can take advantage of  

The Ford X-Plan  
 

Purchase a Mustang with a deep pricing 

discount, the process is both simple & 

rewarding.   
 

Don’t forget to make the dealer aware of your 

MCT membership for a $150 loyalty bonus to 

the Mustang Club of Tampa. See below for 

details. 

http://www.mustang.org/content.php/274-X-Plan-

Pricing-for-MCA-Members 
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Features 

Other Noteworthy  

Activities - 
 

√ Sep 28  — MCT General Meeting. 

Our next General meeting is sched-

uled for Tuesday, November 28th at 

6:45pm, in the room over the Bill 

Curie Ford showroom.  

√ Dec 10—MCT’s Annual Christmas 

Party.  Mark your calendars.  This 

years party will be held at Bahama 

Breeze.  Fliers available. 

√ Dec 12  — MCT Board Meeting. 

Our next Board Meeting is scheduled 

for Tuesday, December 12th at 

6:45pm, in the room over the Bill 

Curie Ford showroom.  

 

(See MCT Website for fliers.) 

Car Shows - 
√ *November 4—MCT’s 36th 

Annual Mustang, Shelby & 

Ford Roundup, held at Bill Cur-

rie Ford.  Show hours are 9am-

4pm.  Registration 9am-11am.  

Awards at 3:30pm.  Entry is 

$25/$30.  Flier will be available 

soon.  

√ November 11—Marine Corps 

League Det. 57 Annual West 

Coast National Veterans Salute 

Benefit Car & Truck Show.   

Last year’s show raised over 

$11,000.  This show is held at 

the St. Petersburg College 

Seminole Campus (west park-

ing lot)  at 9200 113th St. No., 

Seminole, FL  33772.  Entry 

Fee is $25/$30.  For informa-

tion call 727-321-1211. 

√ November 11—Mustang and 

Ford Show, sponsored by the 

Mustang Club of Charlotte 

County.  Show will be at Fish-

ermen’s Village, 1200 W. Retta 

Esplanade, Punta Gorda, FL.  

Show takes place from 10am to 

3pm.  Entry fee is $20/$30.  For 

more information call 941-639-

8721. 

√ November 18—CS4C Poker 

Run and Cruise In.  Save this 

date!  This event is always a lot 

of fun and it supports charity.  

Fliers are available.  

√ November 19—The Mustang 

Club of West Central Florida 

hosts its 26th Annual Ponies 

under the Palms Mustang and 

Ford Show.  8am to 3pm.  8100 

Lakewood Main St., Brandenton, 

FL 34202. 

√ December 2 — Streetside Clas-

sics presents their Winter Car & 

Truck Show at 4610 Pet Lane, Ste 

105, Lutz, FL.   This show is open 

to all years, makes and models.  

141 total awards.  Club participa-

tion winner receives $100 so if 

you register, please note your club 

affiliation of MCT.  Entry fee is 

$20/$25.  For more information 

call 727-321-1211.  Show is from 

8am to 3pm. 

√ January 13 — Boggy Bottom 

Auto Show 2018.  10am to 2pm. 

8407 Lupton Place, Plant City, FL 

33567.  $25 / $30.  Open to all 

years, makes and models.  This 

show is located in a beautiful 

country setting just south of Plant 

City.  Over 20 vendors, 50/50 and 

more space for show vehi-

cles. Breakfast served from 

8-10:30am and a BBQ 

lunch buffet is served from 

11:30am-2pm.  Show car 

registration closes at 11am, 

then the professional judg-

ing starts.  Registration in-

cludes 1 BBQ buffet wrist-

bands and additional wrist-

bands can be purchased the 

day of the show as well as 

ala carte grill items.  Pre-

registration is $25 before 

December 31, day of show 

is $30.  Email: jcian-

frocca@tampabay.rr.com. 
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Car Shows & Other Events 
Events are subject to change.   

Always check with organizers.   

* = Car Shows with Mustang classes. 

The Rust Bucket…  
by Rusty Sparks, Staff Mechanic 
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Features 

Club members, and the club, have special Loyalty 
Privileges at Bill Currie Ford.  Earn $$$, receive dis-
counts, and work with a dedicated team to assist you.  
Here is what we get in return: 
 

** $150 – Paid to the Club when a club member pur-
chases a vehicle 
 

** $150 – Paid to any Member who refers a friend to 
purchase a vehicle 
 

** 10% -- Discount for Parts and Service                                                                                                                         
 

A dedicated Mustang enthusiast at Bill Currie is as-
signed to assist you. 

Dealership Contact for MCT Members: 

Jim Carson, 813-872-5555, Ext. 1335  
 

To receive these benefits always introduce yourself as 
a member of Mustang Club of Tampa and present 
your membership card. If there are any questions con-
tact club President Joyce Bendishaw at 
mailto:president@mustangcluboftampa.com or Jim 
Carson at the phone number listed above. Please give 
Bill Currie a try, and refer your friends.  Let us know if 
you make a purchase. 

Bill Currie Ford 

Referral Program 

$$$$ Benefits to Members of 

Mustang Club of Tampa provided 

by Bill Currie Ford! 

If purchasing a vehicle - present the voucher below 

with your membership card at the time of sale! 
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Snapshots 

The Pony Express 

(Continued from Page 1)  There is something you 

should know about Bob … he is very fussy about his 

cars and was upset when his perfect trade got soaked 

in a downpour when he went to pick up the Mustang. 

Not only did his trade get wet, the Mustang was initi-

ated as well, since it rained all the way home!  Despite 

the wet ride home, Bob reports that the handling and 

performance are excellent.  The exhaust note is 

throaty and aggressive too. 

 

Bob and Amy live in Apollo Beach.  Both are retired 

now, with Bob retiring for a second time after work-

ing for IBM for almost forty years.  They have a 

daughter who lives with her family in Snellville, 

Georgia and a son who lives with his wife in Pooler, 

Georgia.  Their son is currently stationed with the 

U.S. Army in Afghanistan. 

 

Up until earlier this year, Bob sang with the Tampa 

Bay Heralds of 

Harmony, a 

men’s acapella 

b a r b e r s h o p 

chorus. He is 

also a member 

of his commu-

nity’s Home 

Owners Asso-

ciation. 

 

After buying 

his new Mus-

t an g ,  Bo b 

learned about 

MCT through 

the internet.  He joined MCT this year in order to meet 

others with similar interests.  He looks forward to par-

ticipating in car shows, cruise nights, and doing some 

travel.  Welcome to MCT Bob and Amy! 

And coming Next Month …   Well, I have to say I am really moved by the gratitude of my Staff, ex-

pressed throughout this edition of the newsletter.  Who knew they could be so thoughtful and caring … espe-

cially about me.  I can’t wait to hear our loving Lupe sing, I’ll have to make sure she does so at the next staff 

meeting so that the entire staff shares in the joy along with me.  Then I’m so glad I inspire my rambunctious 

Rumer to be better than she naturally is.  I can hardly imagine what she would write if she wasn’t trying to be 

better.  And sweet Sally, obviously I need to spend a little more time pointing her in the right direction.   

 

Then, I can always count on the amazing Ada to take a thought provoking position.  You know, she doesn’t 

even realize that I’m on to her.  And, oh, that dusty Rusty, he’s almost cute the way he justifies his grumpiness 

as he offers to help me build character … as though I need help in that area.  But I have to say that my favorite 

thought of the month comes from plucky little Paige.  She does love a good Staff potluck.  In fact, she inspires 

me to lend my own moment of gratitude:  I’m grateful for cream pies.  In fact, I’m bringing several of them to 

the staff’s Thanksgiving pot luck.  One of my staff is bound to annoy me, and I’ll be ready.  You know what 

they say … if you can’t beat them, join them!  I hope I’m not being passive-aggressive … Till next time...- 

Melinda, Editor 
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Bob’s “other” car ... 


